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TELEGRAMS 


RAM to Wheaton reached me 
‘Z. on eastern trip. We sorrow with you 
all, but not as those who have no hope. 
— V. Raymond Edman, President 
Wheaton College; E. Joseph Evans, 
Trustee. 

Deepest sympathy .. . not as others.— 
Harry J. Jaeger, Vice-President Sunday 
Sthool Times Company, and Donald G. 
Barnhouse, Pastor Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia (from Naples). 





Loving sympathy from all here.—John 
C. Winston, Co-Director Belgian Gospel 
Mission, Brussels. 

Be assured of my deep and under- 
standing sympathy. He was a great and 
good man, never faltering in his faith 
and service to the very last. His mem- 
ery is a precious heritage. I am grate- 
ful to have counted him as my friend. 
—Wade C. Smith, writer of “Say, Fel- 
lows, —” and author of “Little Jetts” in 
the TIMEs. 





Our prayerful sympathy is with you 
all in your bereavement. Next to my 
own father, Dr. Howard was one of the 
two or three men whose influence and 
friendship meant more to me than any 
other. I rejoice in God’s great use of 
him and in the glorious reward that is 
his—Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmaster 
Stony Brook School. 

LETTERS 
E HAS carried on in the face of diffi- 
culties and I have admired his cour- 
age and fortitude. There is no man of my 
acquaintance for whom I have as high 
regard. His whole life has been an ex- 
ample to those with whom he has come 
in contact—T. Edward Ross, one of the 
founders and senior partner of the firm 
of Lybrand, Ross Bros. and Montgomery, 
Phila., and a Director of The Sunday 
Schoo! Times Company. 





Your father’s bright, indomitable spirit 
in the body which has so long filled our 
eyes will be sadly missed, and I almost 
dread the next meeting I come to be- 
cause he won't be there to greet me 
from behind his desk. . . . But—and 
then we ccme to the Christian’s BUT — 
that introduces the glorious and cheer- 
ful and comforting offset to all the sad- 
ness and loneliness that life and its end- 
ing brings to us all. 

My heart used to ache as I looked at 
your father and noted his darkness of 
vision and dimming ability to hear us. 
With his companion gone on and so 
many friends and contemporaries I know 
his loneliness as “here in the body pent, 
absent from Thee I roam,” was heavy 
to bear. We cling to our familiar haunts 
and companions of this life, but I know 
he must often have remembered the 


hymn that frequently comes to me. 
“Glory, glory waiteth in Immanuel’s 
Jand.” When my father died I often 
sang softly to myself: 

The Golden evening brightens in the west, 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes 

their rest, 

Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah. 

But in spite of all these deep spir- 
itual comforts and reassurances, there 
is such a sad pang at the heart, and my 
tears are welling up as I write. Thank 
God that He gave me the blessing of 
having your father as my loving and 
dearly beloved friend. He wrote me such 
a sweet and treasured letter after his 
secretary got through reading him my 
Lawyer-Bible book, and he sent me his 
grand book, “Living Through These 
Days.”~—Irwin H. Linton, Washington 
Attorney, and Director of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 





So the blow has fallen at last! How 
I sympathize with you in your loss. Yet 
it is far better for him to be with the 
Lord and free from all the weaknesses 
and impediments of the mortal flesh 
which he has borne so long and so pa- 
tiently. Now he is united again with 
your mother who also bore bravely, and 
for years, pain and weakness. 

He was one of the kindest men I ever 
knew, always seeking to make it pleasant 
for others. Of that I have many happy 
remembrances. That dear, delightful 
smile,— who can forget it! You know 
better than I how he put his trust ever 
in the Lord in all his personal and busi- 
ness affairs and how the Lord never 
failed him. 

And now he has entered into eternal 
life. It will not be many years before 
I shall join him. What a delightful 
thought to be with him all the days of 
the aeons to come!—Ernest Gordon, 
writer of “A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought” in the Times. : 





It was my privilege to know Mr. How- 
ard when he enjoyed comparatively good 
health, as well as when physical handi- 
caps and bodily infirmities began to lay 
their hand upon his life. Never did he 
complain, but instead exemplified pa- 
tience and grace, with a goodly measure 
of dignified humor. 

It was his custom always to,seek God’s 
viewpoint in business and personal mat- 
ters. He would carefully study them 
from every angle, and wouki seldom 
reach a hurried decision, but when he 
had the assurance of the Lord’s will, 
then he would quietly and graciously 
take a firm stand and trust Him to guide 
completely. He had learned well the 
secret of resting in the Lord. 

His counsel was sought by really great 
men as well as by those in very humble 
walks of life. His office door was always 


wide open to receive visitors, whether 
they were fellow workers or friends 
from a distance who had come seeking 
his helpful, wise advice, very often re- 
garding spiritual problems they were 
facing. 

Sometimes he would start a busy 
day by teXing of some incident out 
of his own rich life experiences, and 
always with a spiritual application. 

As our beloved Chief, surely he set 
before us a very high standard of Chris- 
tian living. He loved his Lord, and was 
very sensitive whenever conversations 
centered about Him. By his example, 
he revealed to me the sweetness and 
gentleness of a Christlike life which can 
be the daily portion of every trusting 
child of God. Dr. Howard’s last spoken 
request in his office was that we pray 
for him that he might not become dis- 
couraged. It truly, can be said of him 
that he was “steady until the going 
down of the sun.” 

One of his favorite quotations was a 
stanza from the poem, “Not Knowing,” 
by Mary Gardiner Brainard: 

So I go on not knowing, —I would not if 

I might; 
I would rather walk in the dark with 
God than go alone in the light; 
I would rather walk with Him by faith 
than walk alone by sight. 
—Lilian H. Atkinson, secretary to Dr. 
Howard. 





What a glorious Home-going it must 
have been, with your.mother waiting 
for him, and a host of dear friends be- 
side her, and most of all the dear Lord 
and Saviour whom he knew and yearned 
for. 

We all have so many happy memories 
of Uncle Phil—of the kindliness that 
shone in his face, his gentle humor, and 
the winsome way he had with everyone. 
He was truly a branch that dwelt close 
to the Vine and that bore rich fruit. 

He always seemed to cast a benediction 
upon all of us gathered together in fam- 
ily reunions, not so much by what he 
said or did as.siniply by his presence. 


Betty and I are thinking of you all’ 


in this time of parting for a little while, 
and at the same time are giving thanks 
for Uncle Phil as he was among us, and 
as he is now with our Lord.—Gurdon 
Scoville, nephew, qnd Pastor of the Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, Pa. 


I just this morning received word 
from Wm. Richie of your father’s going 
to be with the Lord, after many years of 
faithful stewardship committed to him. 

He will be very much missed, and 
yet, has left a heritage of sound teach- 
ing and standards, which mean a great 
deal for the Sunday School Times and 
all his fellow Christians—Charles L,. 
Huston, Vice-President, Lukens Steel 
Mill, Coatesville, Pa. 


(Continued on facing page) . 
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Lesson for July 28 in this issue 


Lesson 4,.—Jesus and Reverence for Spiritual 
Values. Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; 
Isaiah 1:11-18; Matthew 5:33-37; 6:5-9; 
7:15-23; Mark 7:5-8; 8:34-38; 

Luke 18:10-14, 
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The Home-Call 
By a Pilgrim 
(Philip E. Howard) 


HAVE seen the lands of earth, 
And the cresting seas between, 
I know a hundred cities 
And the quiet of the hills, 
But horizons do not lure me, 
Sweeping far across the scene, 
For I’m weary of the wandering, 
And the traveler’s quest for thrills. 


Deep within my restless spirit, 
Calling, calling to my soul 
There’s'a voice from realms supernal, 
Too. fine for mortal ear 
Yet heard with sweet allurement 
..Toward a glory gleaming goal; 
And I long to rise and follow, 
For that voice is strangely clear. 


For it’s homeward that it calls me, 
And it’s home I long to go! 
There are trees beside the river 
And old friends are waiting there, 
No evil chaos meets me, 
And no holocaust of woe, 
But home,—alight with glory 
In the circumambient air. 


Dear Lord, and art Thou calling? 
Is Thine the voice I hear? 
Gladly then Ill cease my questing 
Where joy and sorrow blend, 
For it’s homeward Thou art calling, 
And the portals, very near, 
Swing wide unto my coming, 
And the pilgrim journey’s end. 


Palestine in the News 


One cannot help noticing the recur- 
rence of Palestine in newspaper dis- 
patches and radio broadcasts. On June 
10 and 12 there were fiye articles in 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, one of the 
city’s largest newspapers, relating to 
that little land which has been the scene 
of such momentous issues down through 
the centuries. Three dispatches came 
from Jerusalem, Cairo, and Washington, 
and two had to do with declarations 
made at local gatherings. The question 
of whether or not to admit one hundred 
thousand Jewish refugees from Europe 
into Palestine is occupying a large place 
on the agenda of the Anglo-American 
Committee on Palestine, and constitutes 
one of the most knotty problems of the 
British Government; and the admission 
of these Jews is being hotly opposed 
by the Arab League which is holding a 
conference in Syria. There is specula- 
tion as to why the Grand Mufti of Jeru- 
salem, who wields a powerful influence 


among the Arabs, was aJlowed to leave 
France and fly to Syria in a British 
plane. President Truman has estab- 
lished a special committee to consider 
the question of contributing American 
forces to keep order in Palestine, It 
has been the scene of many a fulfillment 
of prophecy, and many more promises 
concerning it are yet to be fulfilled. God 
has scourged and overthrown nations 
that persecuted the Jew, and blessed 
those who welcomed him and treated him 
kindly. It is to be hoped that the two 
nominally Christian nations, on whose 
doorsteps the problem has been placed 
once again, will not be derelict in their 
duty toward the Jew. Palestine is twice 
called “the glory of all lands” (Ezek. 
20:6, 15). It does not look so now, but 
it will be again; for when Christ returns, 
“his feet shall stand in that day upon 
the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem ... and the Lord shall be 
king over all the earth: in that day shall 
there be one Lord, and his name one” 
(Zech. 14:4, 9). 


Tributes to Dr. Philip E. Howard 


(Continued from facing page) 


OUR father was a dear friend of 

mine. As you probably know, he 

was one of the original members of 
our Official Board, and one of ‘the incor- 
porators of the Church of the Open Door. 
He was deeply interested in our work 
and intended to make this his church 
home, before going to Moorestown, N. J. 
As a matter of fact, he was largely 
responsible for the Doctrinal Statement 
of our Church Constitution; so we praise 
God for him, in connection with this 
work of the Lord, in which he had a 
real part. 


I remember him, however, more inti- 
mately as we served together for many 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The hope set before us: which 
hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast, and 
which entereth into that within 
the veil” (Heb. 6:18, 19). 




















years on the Executive Committee of 
the Philadelphia Fundamentalists. What 
a group of men we had in those early 
days! It was easy indeed to serve as 
President of this organization in the days 
when we had on it such men as E. 
Schuyler English, Herbert Hogg, Charles 
G. Trumbull, and your dear father. How 
wonderful was the fellowship, and how 
often came from your Dad those fine, 
worth-while Christian words of counsel 
and wisdom, with interjections here and 
there of sanctified humor.—Merril T, 
MacPherson, Pastor of the Church of 
the Open Door, Philadelphia. 





I do not know of any Christian held 
in higher esteem than he has been 
through all the years of his service for 
the Lord. He was always a kind, sym- 
pathetic, and wise counselor, filled with 
the Spirit and with spiritual common 
sense. He will be sorely missed by the 
brethren.—Schuyler English, Editor of 
Our Hope. 





We thank God on every remembrance 
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of the life and witness of your dear 
father. 

The Council and members of this 
Mission would join with me in assur- 
ing you of our deep sympathy and love 

‘in the Lord. 

In our Scripture reading ct family 
prayers we read in Colossians 1, “Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.” Certainly 
the presence of Christ in the life of your 
dear father was evident to all. Now he 
is in the glory and we cannot but re- 
joice in his joy in the presence of Christ 
whom he loved and served so faithfully. 
—Herbert M. Griffin, Home Director for 
North America of the China Inland Mis- 
sion. 





Few men, among my many acquaint- 
ances, have held so high a place in my 
affection and esteem as Dr. Howard. He 
was one of 'God’s true gentlemen, a man 
of high integrity and of conduct beyond 
reproach of any kind. His ministry 
through THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs was 
world-wide, and by his life and testi- 
mony he exerted a pure, strong influence 
for Christ upon all who knew him. 

Our children all share with Mrs. 
Glover and me in feeling the loss of a 
true friend, for there have been occasions 
when each of them has confided in him 
with their problems, always to find in 
"him a kind sympathizer and wise coun- 
selor. They will always cherish his 
memory. 

Our sorrow at this time, as yours also, 
is mingled with joy in knowing that 
the Gear departed one is in the presence 
of the Saviour whom he so long loved 
and served on earth, and in blest re- 
union with the many loved ones and 
friends in Christ who went before. How 
rapturous is the thought of that ever- 
increasing gathering in the eternal Home 
of the saints, toward which we are all 
journeying !—Robert Hall Glover, Home 
Director Emeritus, China Inland Mission. 





It is difficult in words to express our 
admiration for him, and for the great 
work which he conducted for so many 
years.—William R. Barbour, President 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 





To me your father’s going comes with 
a deep sense of my personal loss as Mr. 
Howard was the last of a trio which 
seemed to me nearer to what God must 
be like than other men. I have known 
D. L. Moody, Fleming H. Revell, and 
Philip E. Howard, and they each pos- 
sessed something higher and finer than 
is given to the rest of us and it was 
constantly before me. Years ago I had 
the pleasure of spending several days 
with your father at Pocono Manor. 

One morning before’ breakfast we 
fished for trout in a pond that lies close 
by. Your father was really an expert 
angler and he had his allotted twelve 
before I had more than six, but he im- 
mediately laid down his rod. When I 
suggested he might continue until we 
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each had twelve he said, “No, we must 
each take out twelve we have caught 
ourselves.” 

I then appealed to the game warden 
in his station along the pond and he gave 
us permission to continue until we had 
together caught the allotted twenty- 
four. Then, and only then, did your 
father throw out his line again and con- 
tinued to fish, but I had learned a les- 
son which made a deep and lasting im- 
pression.—William H. Wooster, Secretary 
and Advertising Manager, Fleming H. 
Revell Company. 





Truly a Prince and a great man has 
fallen in Israel! His heart was full of 
the love and gentleness and grace of 
his Master. “His home was a place of 
gracious and loving hospitality. His 
life was full of the beauty and fragrance 
of his Lord. He was a stalwart de- 
fender of the faith, a wise counselor, a 
Christian leader — one of the truly great 
men of our generation. 

May I pass on to you the verse that 
brought the greatest comfort to my soul 
when my mother went to be with the 
Lord. It is part of John 14:28: “If ye 
loved me, ye would rejoice, because I 
said, I go unto the Father: for my Father 
is greater than I.” 

So I felt I must rejoice that my mother 
had gone to be with the Lord, in the 
land where there is no more sorrow, 
nor crying, nor tears, but joy and glad- 
ness, and glory, throughout all the ages 
of eternity !—George T. B. Davis, Direc- 
tor of the Million Testaments Campaigns. 





The news of Dr. Howard’s departure 
to be with the Lord was not unfore- 
seen after I had learned of his critical 
condition through letters from Miss 
Stephan. 

A great man of God has gone to his 
reward. I hold dear every remembrance 
of him. He befriended me and made me 
feel at home when I first came to the 
United States. The Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion in general and I in particular lose 
in him a very great and faithful friend. 
He and Dr. Trumbull were God’s instru- 
ments to encourage Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
ton in their God-given plan to bring the 
Gospel to Belgium. Many in that land 
owe the light they have received in- 
directly to him. The Belgian Gospel 
Mission will never forget him. 

Dr. Howard has gone to his reward. 
The Lord mercifully has put an end to 
the physical weakness of His servant. 

We praise the Lord for the long and 
useful life of your dear father.—O Van- 
steenberghe, Co-Director Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission (now in the United States). 





We thank God upon every remem- 
brance of your father, and especially 
as we recall his interest in Jewish evan- 
gelization and towards the work com- 
mitted to us through the mission’s min- 
istry. 

I shall never forget the joy in your 
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father’s face — nat because of some great 
stride in his more public ministry in 
connection with THE Sunpay ScHoo. 
Tres, but because the Lord had been 
pleased to use him to lead a keen young 
Jewess to Christ. 

It happened at Camp Pinnacle (whose 
beloved founder, Mrs. Christie, has also 
now gone to be with Christ). The young 
J2wess had gone to camp at our sugges- 
tion, where we hoped she might follow 
in the footsteps of her mother, and her 
sister and brother — all mission converts. 

Though her family, as well as our 
mission, had sought earnestly to lead 
the one, still out of the fold, to see her 
need of the Lord Jesus, the seed sown 
did not take root, till at Camp Pinnacle, 
your dear father painstakingly — one 
afternoon, wearied as he must have been 
from his public ministry at that confer- 
ence — was used of God to win her’ to 
His Cross.—Ruth Angel, General Direc- 
tor and Treasurer, Gospel Mission to the 
Jews, Inc., New York City. 





He was one of the ablest, most under- 
standing, and most sympathizing of my 
friends, especially manifest to me in the 
taking off of Betty and John. While our 
human grief in our loss‘is natural, we 
do rightly rejoice in the beatitude of 
our dear one, freed now from the limi- 
tations of this sinful world. I take real 
comfoft, as you will too, in the fact 
that your father was a greatly beloved 
man in Philadelphia. Why? One verse 
of Scripture is especially apropos, to the 
effect that to some it is given to be 
prophets, to some teachers, martyrs, 
helps. He was pre-eminently “helps.” 
As a Christian businessman, he pre- 
eminently had consecrated common 
sense, sound judgment, and earthly wis- 
dom integrated with what our Betty 
called “heavenly perspective.” He was 
one of the most understanding and sym- 
pathetic advisers—able and willing — 
whom I have ever known.—Charles 
Ernest Scott, missionary to China, and 
Executive Secretary, North China Theo- 
logical Seminary, Inc. 





’ What a noble Christian life_he has 
lived —a means of help and blessing to 
many, and I do truly thank God for the 
privilege cf having known him and for 
the help he has been to me. I can truly 
thank God upon every remembrance of 
him.—Margaret Haines, member of the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian For- 
eign Missions, and of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. 





Your father had been a stalwart leader 
in the fundamental fighting ranks for 
over fifty years, and we will never know 
on this earth the tremendous force of 
his life and faith. 

My acquaintance with him was not 
as extended as I would have liked, but 
every time that I had the opportunity 

. (Continued on page 635) 
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One of God's Great-hearts, who wes “fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer.” 


T HIM, the loveliest spot in this 
world, of which he had seen a great 
deal, was his summer home, Gale 
Cottage, at Franconia, N. H. He loved 
to look out from it across the meadows 
to the Franconia Range — up to the rug- 
ged, serene summit of Mt. Lafayette, 
above the timber line, and then across 
to the calm, green slopes of Cannon and 
Kinsman mountains. As the setting sun 
shone through the pines on the western 
hills, he would listen to the evening 
songs of the hermit thrush and the 
white-throated sparrow, and in the 
silence of the starlit nights the only 
sound would be the gentle rush of Pond 
Brook and Gale River as they. came to- 
gether at what he always knew as the 
“Meeting of the Waters.” 


“My Times Are in Thy Hand” 
He had hoped to arrive there once 


‘ again on Saturday morning, June 22, 


and all the plans had been made for the 
train journey from Philadelphia to 
Littleton, N. H. But two weeks before 
that, on Sunday, June 9, he had a fall, 
and this was the beginning of the end. 
He may have had a stroke then, and 
evidently there: were one or two others 
after that. But, like the Psalmist David, 
whose life and writings he loved to 
study, he could say, “My times are in 
thy hand” (Psa. 31:15). Instead of 
journeying once more to that beautiful 
scene in the White Mountains, on that 
same Saturday morning, shortly after 
midnight; he was taken up to that “better 
country, that is, an heavenly: .. . for 
he hath prepared for them a city” (Heb. 
11:16). Gale Cottage—spacicus, sub- 
stantially built of native hardwoods, and 
fitted together with the old-time, patient 
workmanship — has withstood the moun- 
tain storms for more than fifty ‘years. 
It was the only earthly home he owned, 
and was to him a haven of rest. But 
he has gone to one of the “many man- 
sions” in his Father’s house, prepared 
for him by the Lord Jesus Christ, “a 
building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 
§:1). 

Philip E. Howard was born in Lynn, 
Mass., on April 1, 1870, the first child of 
Susan Ella Nash Howard and Eugene 
Howard, M.D. There were three other 
sons, one of whom, Frederick, a phy- 
sician, is still living. His father was a 
strongly built New Englander — versatile, 
resourceful, courageous, a lover of the 
outdoors. Father has often told us how, 
when he was a boy, his father would 
tuck him under a buffalo robe in the 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 


sleigh and take him with him as he made 
calls as a country doctor. His mother 
was a gentle, sweet, Christian woman, 
who had a gift for writing, and who at 
one time edited a magazine called the 
Foreign Eclectic, in which there were 
articles in French, German, Italian, and 
English. 

When he was about sixteen Father 
was thinking seriously of leaving school 


and becoming a drugstore clerk. But a. 


fine Christian schoolteacher, Mr. Peck- 
ham of the Hamilton school in Phila- 
delphia, where the family was then liv- 
ing, persuaded him to come to his school 
to continue his studies and assist the 
gymnasium teacher. This was a turn- 
ing point in his life, and young Philip 
Howard determined to go on with his 
education. At school he met Charley 
Trumbull, who took him home and in- 
troduced him to his illustrious father, 
Henry Clay Trumbull, and his sisters 
— Sophy, May, Alice, Annie, and Kath- 
arine—at the old family home at 4103 
Walnut Street. A warm friendship grew 
up between him and Annie Trumbull, 
which ripened into love, and a few 
months after his graduation from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1891 they 
were married. In the same year he 
joined The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, becoming associated in the work 
with his father-in-law, Dr. Trumbull, 
Editor, chief owner, and President, and 
John D. Wattles, Publisher, who had 
married Sophy Trumbull. Philip E. 
Howard became President and Treas- 
urer of the Company, at Dr. Trumbull’s 
death in 1903, and continued as Presi- 
dent for these forty-three years. 


The Family Grows 


Four children were born into his 
happy Christian home—the writer, 
Henry Trumbull, Alice Gallaudet, and 
Annie Trumbull. The circle was unbroken 
until Mother’s Home-going on April 11, 
1943. When Alice and Trumbull and I 
were very small, our home in Haver- 
ford, Pa., burned to the ground, and I 
can remember to this day Mother’s 
presence of mind as she telephoned to 
Father and got us out of the burning 
house. We lived in Philadelphia for 
several years. There we attended the 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, where 
Father was an elder and superintendent 
of the Sunday school. (Several years 
ago he showed his daughter Annie the 
very desk in that school beside which, 
as a boy, he accepted Christ as his Sav- 
iour.) Then we moved to Swarthmore, 
Pa., in 1909, when Annie was born. 


Father and Mother kept that home, 
which was new at that time, for the 
next eighteen years. We joined the Pres- 
byterian Church in Swarthmore, and 
Father became an elder, and was for 
part of the time superintendent of the 
Sunday school. He was active in com- 
munity affairs. When the Boy Scouts 
were organized in 1910, Father would 
hike with us and camp out overnight, tak- 
ing cheerfully all the discomforts of such 
amateur camp life. He had a rugged 
constitution, and his dislike for’ an over- 
coat, except in the coldest month of the 
winter, was a frequent subject of com- 
ment among his commuter friends. 

As I look back, I am amazed at 
Father’s capacity for work and his power 
of concentration. In our Swarthmore 
home he had an open study on a land- 
ing on the stairway. It was not shut 
off in any way from those coming and 
going on the stairs, and anyone enter- 
ing the front hall could look right up 
into it. Yet there he would sit in the 
evenings, reading and writing, never im- 
patient at interruptions, and turning out 
a fine literary product. There is no 
record of the scores, perhaps hundreds 
of articles he wrote for Christian jour- 
nals béside THe SunpDAyY ScHooL TIMEs, 
and he was continually reviewing books. 
He read constantly and rapidly, and his 
favorite subjects were biography and 
travel. His vocabulary was unusually 
extensive, though he never made a show 
of it, and it was a rare occasion when 
we could find an English word of which 
he could not give the meaning accu- 
rately. 


The Books He Wrote 


Father wrote or compiled fifteen 
books. His first and biggest published 
work was “The Life Story of Henry Clay 
Trumbull,” written in the summer of 
1905, at Northfield, Mass. Others were: 

“Sunday Schools the World Around” — 
the official report of the World’s Fifth 
Sunday School Convention, in Rome, 
May 18-23, 1907. 

“A Prayer Before the Lesson” (1911). 
—“A collection of brief prayers for use 
in the Sunday school and in the home,” 
taken from his\column in the Tres. 

“Temptation” (1911). 

“A History of World’s Sunday School 
Conventions” (1912). 

“Their Call to Service” (1915).—In my 
copy he wrote: “To Philip E. Howard, 
Jr., with the love of his father, who 
prays that the call to service may be 
heard and heeded by him at all times.— 
P. E. H., Sr., 11-3-15.” 

“The Many Sided David” (1917). 

“Boy Talks” (1920). 

“When the Days Seem Dark” (1920). 

“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools” 
(1921). 

“Father and Son” (1922). 

“A New Invasion of Belgium” (1924). 
—The early story of the Belgian, Gospel 
Mission. 
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“Living Through These Days” (1930), 

“A Voice from Beyond and Other 
Poems” (1943). 

“Charles Gallaudet Trumbull” (1944). 

Dr. Howard wrote also a small book 
called “Our Association After Fifty 
Years,” a study of the Presbyterian Sun- 
day School Superintendents’ Association 
of Philadelphia and vicinity, from 1880 
to 1930; and a 32-page bulletin published 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion and Sabbath School Work, Phila- 
delphia, entitled “Christian Education 
in the Family.” 


His Early Literary Skill 


Even in his college days Philip How- 
ard’s literary skill was beginning to 
show itself. He managed the Pennsyl- 
vanian, the college paper. He delighted 
in English literature, and wrote many 
essays and poems, and was chosen as 
class poet. Prof. Felix Schelling, teacher 
of English at the U. of P. until recent 
years, and a well-known authority on 
Shakespeare, asked him to stay on at the 
University and teach English. But he 
would not be turned aside from his call 
to Christian service. Incidentally, Philip 
Howard was a good athlete, skillful in 
gymnasium work, and reached five feet 
seven in the high jump. One of his good 
friends was Billy Page, who held the 
world’s record for high jumping for 
many years. Because of his high stand- 
ing in college, Dr. Howard was elected 
to the Phi Beta Kappa Society in 1931. 
He received the degree of Doctor of 
Laws (LL.D.) from Houghton College, 
Houghton, N. Y., in 1937. 

Father traveled widely. When he was 
nine years old his mother took him to 
Germany, where he went to school for 
a time and learned to speak German. 

He took a bicycle trip in England and 
on the Continent with classmates during 
college days. He went again to Eng- 
land and Scotland shortly before the first 
World War. Just at the close of the 
war he was invited by the British Gov- 
ernment to tour the battlefields of 
France, in company with other Ameri- 
can publishers. He and Mother went 
to Belgium with us when my wife and 
I joined the Belgian Gospel Mission in 
1922. At that time he visited the many 
posts of the Mission and collected the 
material for nis book on the work begun 
by Mr. and-Mrs. Ralph C. Norton. 

In 1924 Dr. Howard attended the 
World’s Sunday School Convention in 
Glasgow, where he delivered one ad- 
dress. My brother Trumbull came over 
with him, I joined them from Belgium, 
and we all stayed in the home of Pas- 
tor David Findlay of St. George’s Cross 
Tabernacle. 

In 1927 Dr. Howard was one of the 
leaders of a group of Sunpay ScHOoL 
Times readers and other Christian peo- 
ple who toured Bible lands and other 
Mediterranean countries. He was ac- 
companied then by his wife and daugh- 
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ter Annie. It was at that time that he 
visited again the Algiers Mission Band, 
and saw in Mr. Smeeton’s bedroom the 
motto which he learned to love so much: 
“Nor Somexow, Bur TrRIUMPHANTLY.” 
That was characteristic of his life. 
His last long tour was in 1934, when, 
with his beloved companion, he led 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes party on a 
trip to Alaska. Together they enjoyed 
the beauties of our Northwest, the in- 
side passage, and the glorious snow- 
capped mountains of Canada and Alaska. 
Besides carrying on continuously his 
arduous labors and heavy responsibil- 
ities in the Tnoves for nearly fifty-five 
years, Dr. Howard was active in other 


forms of Christian work. From 1910 to © 


1935 he was Western treasurer of the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches through- 
out the world. He was one time 
president of the Presbyterian Social 
Union in Philadelphia; a member for 
over thirty years of the Grub Club, 
Philadelphia; for several years trustee 
of Wheaton College; a trustee of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission; member of the 
committee that supports the work of 
Arousiag (“Joy”) Stepanian Kassouny 
and her husband in Syria; of the Phila- 
delphia Council of the China Inland 
Mission; of the Businessmen’s Coun- 
cil of the Pocket Testament League. 
He had the honor of taking part in 
several fiftieth anniversaries: the Chris- 
tian Association of the University of 
Pennsylvania, the Presbyterian Sunday 
School Superintendents’ Association, the 
Phi Delta Theta Fraternity, his own 
term of service with The Sunday School 
Times Company; and together he and 
Mother, with many members of the fam- 
ily, celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on October 27, 1941. 


His Cheerful Patience 


Dr. Howard was a lay reader at the 
Reformed Episcopal Church of St. 
John’s-by-the-Sea, at Ventnor, N. J., 
where he lived*with Mrs. Howard and 
his daughter Annie much of the time 
from 1922 to 1928. 

Father’s life was a continual, living 
testimony to us of the love and grace 
of God. He was patient, cheerful, op- 
timistic, interested in all our affairs, 
and always willing to take time out of 
his busy life to help us. He had a keen 
sense of humor, which was a great boon 
in our home life and a joy to his friends. 
He had a fund of humorous stories, and 
was clever at repartee, though he was 
careful not to hurt others with his 
humor. He held family prayers regu- 
larly in our home, and expected us to 
attend Sunday school and the church 
services, setting us the example him- 
self. As his sight’ grew dim and his 
health failed in recent years, he was 
still patient and cheerful, minimizing 
his own troubles, and thinking of others. 
He and Mother led us early to trust in 
Christ as our personal Saviour and to 
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make public profession by joining the 
church. We four children can say from 
full hearts, “The lines are fallen unto 
me in pleasant places; yea, I have a 
goodly heritage.” 

Father and Mother were indeed “heirs 
together of the grace of life” (1 Pet. 
3:7), and they were living examples of 
what a Christian husband and wife and 
father and mother should be. They 
were “given to hospitality,” and our life 
was enriched by the ministers, mission- 
aries, and other Christian workers whom 
they entertained. They loved music, 
and in their younger days Father would 
sing while Mother accompanied him on 
the piano. ‘They got us interested in 
several wholesome hobbies, such as 
photography, bird study, and hymnol- 
ogy. Father loved outdoor life. He was 
a skillful trout fisherman, and could cast 
a fly gracefully and accurately; he could 
sail several types of boats, and taught 
us how to do it; he was a very good 
rifle shot, though he disliked hunting 
as mere sport; and unfil he was in his 
fifties, he climbed the Franconia moun- 
tains in the summer with us younger 
folks. 


His Kindly Interest in Others 


On one occasion Father, his good 
friend James Smith, another Franconia 
man, my brother, and I had hiked back 
into the mountains to a pond where we 
planned to camp and fish. It rained 
most of the day, and our clothes and 
equipment got wet. We found a little 
hunting cabin, which .was open, so we 
set up camp beside it and built a good 
fire to cook supper and dry our things. In 
the evening a party of several other men 
appeared out of thedark, wet woods. They 
were tired, hungry,grumbling, and swear- 
ing. But Father’s kind manner rather 
subdued them, and he offered to help 
them as they settled down for the night 
back of the cabin. Then, to our surprise, 
he invited those men to join us, and he 
led the whole group in simple evening 
praycis, in spite of the uncomfortable 
surroundings. 

Father was greatly interested in the 
affairs of the people in Franconia, and 
was beloved by them. He did all he 
could to help the little church in the 
village in the summer. “Hymn sings” 
were often held on Sunday nights at 
Gale Cottage, when Father would lead 
in prayer and give words of testimony and 
comfort. Only last summer such gather- 
ings were held on five successive Sunday 
nights, attended by a total of 62 people. 
One evening he told of a storm at sea 
off Cape Hatteras, when he was 17 years 
old and he and his father were return- 
ing from Jamaica. He said that they 
were in real danger, but that he had 
prayed earnestly as he lay in his bunk, 
and had the assurance of God’s protect- 
ing care. 

Though Father was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. un- 
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til his death, yet he had not had any 
close touch.with a Presbyterian church 
since he moved in 1937 from German- 
town, Pa. to Moorestown, N. J. In 
Moorestown he and my mother and sis- 
ters attended the First Baptist Church, 
where they enjoyed the Christian fel- 
lowship and warm friendship of the pas- 
tors and members. 

Annie lavished her loving care upon 
Father and Mother during their years 
of failing health. Since Mother’s Home- 
going three years ago, Annie has been 
Father’s constant companion, reading 
aloud to him as his eyesight failed, car- 
ing for all his needs, and making his 
last months as comfortable and happy as 
possible. 


During the last week of his life Father 
had great difficulty in speaking, and the 
last twenty-four hours could not speak 
at all. On Friday afternoon I took both 
his hands in mine and asked him to 
squeeze my hands if he could hear me. 
He gripped both hands strongly. Then 
I quoted for him these Bible verses: 
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness.” “The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee. So that we may boldly say, The 
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me.” “The blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin.” I asked again whether he could 
hear the words, and my wife arid I both 
saw him nod his head in assent and 
faintly smile. Finally I quoted two 
stanzas of that great old hymn, “How 
Firm a Foundation”; and these words, 
with the Scripture, seemed to bring him 
comfort. 4 

The morning reading in the “Daily 
Light” for June 25 was particularly sig- 
nificant. Among the passages were these 
verses: “Now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known.—Christ .,. 
shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he 
is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself.— As for me, I will behold thy 
face in righteousness: I shall be satis- 
fied, when I awake, with thy likeness.” 

The funeral service was held at 2 p.m. 
on Tuesday afternoon, June 25, at the 
Arch Street Methodist Church in Phila- 
delphia. .The ministers in charge of the 
service were Dr. Robert H. Glover, 
home direetor emeritus of the China 


‘Inland Mission for North America, and 


Dr. Harold S. Laird, pastor of the First 
Independent Church of: Wilmington, Del. 
Mr. Robert Elmore, organist of Holy 
Trinity Church, Philadelphia, played so 
triumphantly many of Father’s favorite 
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hymns on the church organ. The pall- 
bearers, chosen from among his intimate 
friends and associates were: D. T. Rich- 
man, treasurer of The Sunday School 
Times Company; George Sutherland, 
treasurer of the China Inland Mission; 
George Friend of Swarthmore and now 
of the Stony Brook School; Addison 
Raws, secretary of the Victorious Life 
Testimony and superintendent of the 
Keswick Colony of Mercy; Allan Wallis, 
businessman and fellow member of the 
Grub Club for over 30 years; and Edward 
S. Hitchcock, lawyer and long-time as- 
sociate in church work. As_ these 
friends rode to the cemetery they talked 
together of Philip E. Howard’s Chris- 
tian character, and agreed that of all 
the men they knew he was the most 
Christlike. 


Shortly before Father went Home to 
be with the Lord, as. the family. were 
gathered together, watching with him, 
Trumbull discovered this beautiful quo- 
tation from the pen of Matthew Henry 
given in the book entitled “Strengthen 
Thy Brethren,” by Howard W. Ferrin. 
As we all felt that it fitted our beloved 
father so well, it is given herewith: 


“Would you know where I am? I am 
at home in my Father’s house, in the 
mansion prepared for me there. I am 
where I would be, where’I have long 
and often desired to be; no longer on 
a stormy sea, but in a safe and quiet 
harbor. My working time is done, I am 
resting; my sowing time is done, I am 
reaping; my joy is at the time of harvest. 
Would you know how it is with me? 
I am made perfect in holiness; grace 
is swallowed up in glory; the topstone 
of the building is brought forth. Would 
you know what company I have? 
Blessed company, better than the best 
on earth; here are holy angels and the 
spirits of just men made perfect. I am 
set down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God, with the 
blessed Paul and Peter, and James and 
John, and all the saints; and here I meet 
with many of my old acquaintances that 
I fasted and prayed with, who got be- 
fore me hither. And lastly, would you 
consider how long this is to continue? 
It is a garland that never withers; a 
crown of glory that fades not away; 
after millions and millions of ages it 
will be as fresh as it is now; and there- 
fore weep not for me.” 


It seems fitting to close this sketch 
of Father’s life and work with a bene- 
diction that he loved. It was used by 
Colonel F. J. Miles at Keswick, N. J., 
in July, 1938, and was such a blessing 
to Father that he asked for a copy of 
it and had it printed on small cards, 
These are the words: 

“Mav the grace that is all sufficient, 
the mercy that endureth for ever, the 
peace that passeth all understanding, the 
joy that is unspeakable and full of glory, 
the hope that maketh not ashamed and 
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fadeth not away, keep us in Christ Jesus 
until the day break and the shadows 
flee away, and we see Him face to face, 
and are like Him. Amen.” 


we 


Tributes to Dr. Philip E. Howard 
(Continued from page 632) 


to meet him I certainly enjoyed and 
profited by his strength and courageous 
viewpoint. He has had a long life of 
power and fruitfulness for our Lord and. 
we rejoice that now he can be completely 
at rest with,Him in Glory.—James E. 
Bennet, Counselor at Law, New York 
City. 





I hasten to extend sincere sympathy, 
not only personally but on behalf of the 
Presbyterian Superintendents’ Associa- 
tion of Philadelphia and Vicinity. 

In my association with fellow superin- 
tendents, I recall that his name was 
mentioned often, particularly among the 
members of long standing, and he had 
the respect and admiration of all who 
knew him. 

His contribution of time and effort, his 
wise counsel, as well as his splendid 
leadership when he served as President 
of the Association, were the seeds 
planted by him that are bearing fruit 
as reflected in the progress made by 
our Association through the years. 

I know that the members of our As- 
sociation deeply regret the passing of 
this noble character and share the loss 
that will be felt because of his depart- 
ing to receive the reward of, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant.”—Gage 
B. Kennedy, President, Presbyterian 
Sunday School Superintendents’ Asso- 
ciation, Philadelphia. 





His long life of service for our Lord, 
with whom he is now at home, will 
bring only thankfulness to the many who 
will miss him here; and his reunion 
with dear Mr. Trumbull in the presence 
of the Lord they loved will be an un- 
usual one no doubt. It was a privilege 
to know them both here. I shall antici- 
pate the privilege of continued fellow- 
ship on the other side. He has “lived 
through these days”—may we all do 
so as faithfully.—Charles C. Ellis, Presi- 
dent Emeritus Juniata College. 





My association with your father began 
some twenty-five years ago in Sunday 
school work in Delaware County (Pa.), 
when he was the president and I was 
the secretary of the County Association, 
and my sincere admiration for him de- 
veloped with the years. To me he was 
the ideal Christian businessman and was 
one of a few who have had a marked in- 
fluence on my life, for I never saw any- 
thing in him that was inconsistent with 
his high profession. It was indeed a 
privilege to have known him.—John R, 
Martin, Philadelphia. 





. 
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Good Order in the Sunday School 


How to get it, maintain it, and profit by it 


6¢ DON’T know how Virginia will get 

along in Sunday school, or how you 
will ever make her behave,” the mother 
was warning the Sunday school teacher. 
“She is a little terror at home — never 
still a moment, and into mischief con- 
tinually. But, if you are willing to try 
it, I am.” 

The Sunday school teacher did not 
seem disturbed, but took Virginia into 
the room where the boys and girls were 
seated on their little chairs singing 
“Jesus loves me.” The “little terror” 
took an inquiring look around, saw the 
group of orderly children, hesitated a 
second, and sat down quietly in a vacant 
chair. She was following the leader. 
If she had seen children making a rum- 
pus she would have joined them in that 
as well. It is because children are such 


_ imitators that we must be careful that 


the class as a whole has a standard of 
discipline that we want the newcomers 
to imitate. 

A given class of children under the 
same teacher will, as a general rule, 
have similar conduct at each meeting of 
the class: their behavior becomes a 
habit. If they are accustomed to being 
orderly, they tend to continue being 
orderly; unfortunately the reverse is 
also true. Therefore, we must do every- 
thing in our power to see that good 
habits of discipline are established from 
the very first. The first meeting of the 
department after promotion, the first day 
of a daily vacation Bible school, or the 
first time a new teacher takes over a 
class, these meetings are extremely im- 
portant as far as discipline is concerned. 
The pupils are sizing up the situation 
and are determining in their own minds 
just how far they can go. If the first 
three meetings can be maintained with 
good order, there is much better possi- 
bility of continuing in the same vein. 

It is easier to start with good order 
and to maintain it, than to change a 
disorderly class into a well-behaved one. 
In order to maintain good order, it is 
well to have the adults co-operate by 
sitting at strategic points among the chil- 
dren. The secretary of the Primary or 
Junior Department has to sit somewhere 
—it might just as well be next to a 
boy who is known for his mischief, for 
he will postpone the mischief, and the 
class will be benefited. If all the 
teachers in the department will assist 
in this respect, it will help the one who 
is leading the worship service im- 
mensely. 

Perhaps there are no other teachers 
or helpers, and one is left to do the 
work alone. In a case like this, the 
chairs can be arranged in a semicircle 
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so that each child is only a short dis- 
tance from the teacher. In this way, 
those on the seats at the end of the rows 
do not feel that they have an oppor- 
tunity to misbehave. 

We must understand the class and its 
psychology to maintain good order, but 
we must not forget that the class, bréken 
up into units, brings us to the individual 
child. The Beginner and Primary child 
is in an age of rapid physical devel- 
opment and growth. It is his nature to 
wiggle. To expect such a child to sit 
perfectly still for an hour, with no move- 
ment, is to expect the well-nigh impos- 
sible. He can sit still, but not for long. 
The wise teacher will give an avenue 
of expression to the necessity of move. 
ment by using motion choruses, marches, 
by having the children sit part of the 
time, and stand occasionally. Especially 
before a story, or an object talk by an 
adult, she will give them an opportunity 
to get all their wiggles out. 

When is a child quiet? Any mother 
will tell you that when a child is quiet 
it is time to investigate, for he is almost 
sure to be into something. Why is he 
quiet? Because he is interested in what 
he is doing. Therefore, if we would have 
children quiet we must see that they 
are interested, but interested in what 
we desire. To do this, keep something 
happening continually. Supplement the 
main point of your lesson with an ob- 
ject lesson, or picture, or flannelgraph. 
Good facial expression and bodily move- 
ment on the part of the teacher also 
gives the child something upon which to 
fasten his attention. Using his eyes as 
well as his ears engages more of the 
child, and this makes it harder for his 
attention to wander. Make the story 
live for your children, and you won't 
have much difficulty with behavior. 

The child, contrary to the belief of 
many adults, is interested in the Gos- 
pel. He knows he has done wrong and it 
troubles him. When you tell him the story 
of Jesus’ love and death upon the cross 
to take away his sin, he is amazed. 
Boys and girls sit open mouthed on the 
edge of their seats when they hear for 
the first time of Jesus’ death for their 
sins. “The Gospel, that Christ died for 
our sins and that He rose again, is the 
power of God—dynamite. Use it in 
your Sunday school to blow behavior 
problems out the window. Saved boys 
and girls are different. 

The whole program as -well as the 
story must be well prepared and exe- 
euted. There should be no last minute 


preparations after some of the children | 


have arrived, no gathering of materials, 
no searching for the lost song book. 
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Then, too, the program should be varied 
from time to time, full of zest, and yet 
containing a definite atmosphere of wor- 
ship. Every minute must be occupied. 
In many children’s meetings, the only 
cause of poor order is the lack of a 
well-planned program, and, as the chil- 
dren’s attention is not directed by the 
teacher, the children themselves find 
something upon which to focus it, which 
does not add to the spirit of worship. 
In spite of heeding these precautions 
the teacher will occasionally have in her 
class a lively, naughty child, whose pres- 
ence means that holding class is almost 
an impossibility. This type of child is 
generally more intelligent than the rest, 
certainly more active, and a natural 
leader. He leads in mischief and the 
rest follow like sheep. Such a child 
was Winston Churchill in school, and 


(Continued on page 645) 
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Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for July 28 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Arc Wheaton College; 

Archaeological —ywatye oad he School Times 
HE term “archaeology” comes from 
two Greek words, archaios, meaning 

“ancient,” and logos, meaning “dis- 
course,” or, in an extended sense, “sci- 
ence.” Thus archaeology, in its breader 
aspect, deals not only with buried cities 
but also with many other phases of 
study which illuminate ancient times. 
One of these phases of archaeology, in 
the broad sense, treats of the study of 
present-day customs in Palestine which 
often illuminate customs and practices 
of Biblice! times, due to the fact that 
many practices were actually handed 
down from ancient times. 

A possible example of such handing 
down of custom may be seen in connec- 
tion with Christ’s admonition, “But let 
your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil” (Matt. 5:37). Christ 
is here rebuking his listeners for swear- 
ing. This rebuke would undoubtedly be 
appropriate for most all periods and 
places. However, it may have been par- 
ticularly appropriate for Palestine, for a 
remark was once made to the writer, 
by a man born in Palestine of American 
parents, to the effect that he had ob- 
served that people of the Near East 
swear often and profusely. He said that 
this frequent swearing, by one thing or 
another, caused men to have little re- 
gard for the sanctity of the oath, and 
this situation, likely obtaining also in 
the time of Christ and handed down 
from those times, made our Lord’s state. 
ment particularly appropriate to that 
place. Their communication was to be, 
“Yea, yea; Nay, nay.” The same lesson 
applies to ourselves. 


WHEATON, Inu. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 28. JESUS AND REVERENCE FOR SPIRITUAL V;ALUES 


International Uniform Lesson. —Exodus 20: 7; Leviticus 19:12; Isaiah 1:11-18; Matthew 5: 33-37, 6:5-9,; 7:15-23, Mark 
7:5-8, 8:34-38, Luke 18:10-14, printed text, Exodus 20:7, Leviticus 19:12; Matthew’S!33-37, Mark 7:5-8, 8:34-36 


Golden Text.—Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall bé°added unto you.—Meit. 6:33 


Kine James VERSION 
Exod. 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain. 


Lev. 19:12 And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither 
shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lorp. 

Matt. 5:33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by 
them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: , 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it is God’s throne: 

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jeru- 
salem; for it is the city of the great King. 

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or black. 

37 But let your communigation be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Mark 17:5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why 
walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat bread with unwashen hands? 


6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied 
of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 

7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men. 

8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 
tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many 
other such like things ye do. 


Chap. 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with 
his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever 
shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall 
save it. 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? = 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

RREVERENCE is one of the out- 

standing sins of our age. The lack 

of respect for age, for government, 
and, worse than all, for God and His 
holy Word is manifest on every hand. 
This is true not only of men of the 
world, but it is painfully evident even 
among professing Christians. There was 
a day when the people of God gathered 
quietly and prayerfully in the house set 
apart for worship and the ministry of 
the Word. How often today we are 
shocked by the hilarity and levity that 
characterize many congregations —an 
utter disrespect for the sacredness of 
the -occasions that bring us together! 
What we need is a new realization of 
the holiness and majesty of God. For 
while it is true-that He is the Father 
of all who put their trust in Him, we 
should never forget that He is “the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,” 
the One before whom the seraphim veil 
their faces as they cry, “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts” (Isa. & 2, 3). 

The words of Solomon, as recorded 
in Ecclesiastes 5:1, 2, are apropos in re- 
gard to this sin of irreverence: “Keep 
thy foot when thou goest to the housé 
of God, and be more ready to hear, than 
to give the sacrifice of fools: for they 
consider not that they do evil. Be not 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter any thing be- 
fore God: for God is in heaven, and thou 
upon earth: therefore let thy words be 
few.” A quiet, reverent spirit becomes 
those. who gather to worship in the 
beauty of holiness. And this same spirit 
should be manifested constantly as we 
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remember that in all our ways we are 
under the eye of God and His ear ir 
taking note of all our words. To re- 
member this will mean much by way of 
keeping us from the sin of levity in re- 
gard to holy things. 


The Historical Setting 

The Books of Exodus and Leviticus 
were written by Moses in the wilder- 
ness where the Children of Israel spent 
forty years between Egypt and Canaan. 
The Gospels of Matthew and Mark were 
written early in the period between the 
crucifixion of Christ and the martyr- 
doms of Paul and Peter, as both were in 
circulation during the last third of the 
first century of the Christian Era. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:7.—“Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 
This Commandment definitely forbids 
the use of any divine name in a profane 
or careless manner. But it goes further 
than that. Israel had been separated 
to the Lord. They had taken His name 
upon them. They owned Him as their 
God and their Saviour. They were 
therefore responsible so to behave them- 
selves as to glorify that name. To do 
otherwise would be to take His name in 
vain. And this is what they are definitely 
charged with, when in Romans 2:24 Paul 
says of the unbelieving Jews of his day, 
“For the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you.” Alas, 
how often since have professing Chris- 
tians dishonored that worthy name in 
the same way, thus taking it in vain! 

Lev. 19:12.—“Ye shall not swear by 
my name falsely, neither shalt thou pro- 
fane the name of thy God.” To use the 
name of God in a loose, careless manner, 
either as binding an asseveration, or in 
profanity, was forbidden in the Law 
which God gave through Moses and is 


just as truly condemned in the teaching 
of the New Testament. 


Matt. 5:33.—“Said by them of old 
time.” That is, in the Law handed down 
from the days of Moses, who received it 
directly from God. In this Law all false 
oaths were forbidden. 


Verses 34, 35.—“I say unto you.” Jesus, 
who is as truly God as He is man, spoke 
with absolute authority when He com- 
manded His disciples, saying, “Swear 
not at all.” We are not to use such ex- 
pletives as “By Heaven,” for this is the 
place of God’s throne; nor “By earth,” 
for this world is His footstool; nor “By 
Jerusalem,” a very_common oath with 
many, for it was the city where Jeho- 
vah, Israel’s King, had set His name. 


Verse 36.—“Neither shalt thou swear 
by thy head.” This was an oath often 
used by Orientals in our Lord’s days on 
earth, and is still quite common among 
these people. 

Verse 37.—“Let your communication 
be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever 
is more than these cometh of evil.” 
Superfluous expressions of all kinds are 
to be sedulously avoided by those who 
profess subjection to Christ. “Sound 
speech, that cannot be condemned” 
(Titus 2:8) is becoming in the lips of 
His disciples. 


Mark 7:5.—“The tradition of the 
elders.” Through the long centuries 
after the Law was given and particu- 
larly during the four hundred years 
from Malachi to Matthew, a whole body 
of miscellaneous traditions had been 
added to the.Word of God given through 
inspired writers. These traditions were 
exalted to the same plane as Holy Scrip- 
ture, and Jesus rebuked the advocates of 
this system, declaring that they thereby 
nullified the Word of God. 


Verse 6.—“This people honoureth me 
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with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me.” Formality had taken the place 
of reality. Punctilious observance of 
minor details as demanded by the tra- 
ditions had superseded obedience to the 
written testimony of the Lord. 


Verse 7.—‘Teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.” This was but 
will-worship and was abhorrent to God, 
who values subjection of heart to Him- 
self above all outward rites and cere- 
monies. 

Verse 8.—“Laying aside the command- 
ments of God ... many other such... 
things ye do.” Men find it easy to sub- 
stitute human enactments for divine 


‘commands. It eases their consciences to 


put themselves under rules and regula- 
tions of their own, or other men’s de- 
vising, when they are ignoring what God 
Himself has spoken. This is a snare to 
which we are all exposed and against 
which we need to be constantly on guard. 


Chap. 8:34.—“Let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.” A 
man carrying a cross was a man going out 
to die. The true disciple of Jesus Christ 
is one who is prepared to refuse to own 
the claims of self, and is ready to “die 
daily” for His Master’s sake (1 Cor. 15: 
31). To deny oneself is more than to 
be self-denying or unselfish. It means 
the utter setting aside of the self-life, 
that Christ alone may be seen (Gal. 
2:20). ™ 


Verse 35.—“Whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it.” The professed fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ who is 
concerned with his own best interests, 
as men say, and lives to gratify his own 
natural desires will find out at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ that his life has not 
counted for God, and it is really lost. 
On the other hand, Jesus said, “Whoso- 
ever shall lose his life for my sake and 
the gospel’s ... shall save it.” A laid- 
down life for Christ’s sake is a life 
saved for that day when all that has 
been done to glorify God and make 
known His Gospel will be rewarded 
richly. 


Verse 36.—“What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?” The Revised Version 
reads, “and forfeit his life.” That is, 
present temporal gain will sink into 
nothingness if the soul, the real life, has 
been frittered away in things that do 
not profit. The only life that counts is 
that which has been lived for eternity. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ is the touchstone of all hearts. 
As is our attitude to Him, so will be 
God's attitude to us when the day of 
reward shall come. In order that He 
might save our souls and have us wholly 
for Himself, our blessed Lord laid down 
His life. “Christ . .. loved the church, 
and. gave himself for it” (Eph. 5:25). 
He considered no sacrifice too great in 
order to redeem us and make us His 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. July 21.—Jesus and True Worship. 
Exodus 20:3-6; Deuteronomy 4: 
15-19; 8:11-14, 18-20; Isaiah 40:18- 
26, 30, 31;, Mark 12:28-34; Luke 
4:8, 16-27; John 4:7-24 


Next Week’s Lesson 
5. August 4.—Jesus and the Sabbath. 
Exodus 20:8-11; Nehemiah 13:15- 
18; Psalms 92:1, 2; 118:24; Mat- 
thew 12:9-13; Mark 1:21-34; 2:23- 
28; 3:1-5 








own. Surely then, we should be pre- 
pared to go even to death itself in order 
to prove our love for Him. His death 
was atoning. By it we are justified 
when we trust in Him (Acts 13:39). 
Our sins are forever put away by His 
precious blood. We could have no part 
in making propitiation, but we are called 
upon to deny self and to lay down our 
lives, if. need be, to attest our faithful- 
ness to Him, and our love for a lost 
world for which He gave Himself (1 
John 4:10, 11). If Christ died for all, 
then God saw all as dead, that they who 
live through faith in Him might hence- 
forth live, not unto themselves, but unto 
Him who died and rose again (2 Cor. 
5:14, 15). 


Lesson Outline 
REVERENCE FOR Gop 
God’s name to be kept holy (Exod. 20:7) 


‘The use of oaths forbidden (Lev. 19:12) 


The standard set by Christ (Matt. 5:33- 
37) 


God’s Word to have the supreme author- 
ity (Mark,7:5-8) 

Allegiance due to the Lord Jesus as God 
incarnate (Mark 8:34-36) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Lord Jesus claims from His dis- 
ciples what God alone has a right to 
demand. He also speaks with divine 
authority concerning the mind and will 
of God and man’s responsibility to obey. 
Only One who was conscious of His 
eternal Sonship could so speak. To obey 
Him is therefore to obey God. 


Profanity a Sign of Weakness. Young 
men sometimes seem to consider the 
ability to curse and swear as an evidence 
of manliness and independence of spirit. 
It is the very opposite, and betrays a 
weak character, defiled by sin and un- 
able to stand against the prevailing cus- 
toms of the ungodly. It takes real moral 
courage to refuse to follow the leader in 
matters of this kind. 


Summaries and Applications 

Not only are all wicked oaths forbid- 
den, but every form of profanity and 
the use of idle epithets. 

Vulgarity and coarseness of all kinds 
should be banished from Christian con- 
versation. 

Mel Trotter used to say that he lost 
three-fourths of his vocabulary the night 
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he was converted. Clean lips become a 
child of God. 
CHICAGO. 
; 4 


Questions for Teacher and — 


HAT does it mean to take the Lord’s 
name in vain? 
2. Is it right to use such expressions 
as “gee” “Jor,” “gosh,” “darn”? Why? 
3. Is Matthew 5:33, 34 an example of 


Christ reversing the Old Testament teach- 
ing? Explain. 


4. Is it wrong to take an oath in any cir- 
cumstance, as, for instance, in a court of 
law? 


5. How do oaths come from evil? 


6. What two “authorities” does our Lord 
refer to in answering the complaint of the 
Pharisees and scribes? 


7. Can you giye some examples of a sec- 
ondary “authority” becoming more bind- 
ing than the Word of God? 


8. What is the great essential in Christ’s 
Saviourhood and our discipleship? 


9. Is it a good bargain to lose all for 
Christ? 


10. Is being a Christian practical for the 
present life? Give reasons. 
(Answers on page 642) 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 
6:33).—This is a favorite text of R. G. 
LeTourneau’s — the Christian : business- 
man who manufactures heavy grading 
machinery and who has been written up 
in the Rotarian, Collier’s, Time, Life, and 
Reader’s Digest. 

He is confident that it is because of 


his determination and practice of putting . 


God “first” that “all these things” have 
been added unto him—even the abil- 
ity to invent the mechanical “Biddy” 


which Jays a house a day, and which is- 


more interesting in this day of house 
shortage than the proverbial goose that 
laid the golden eggs. 

The captain of a leaky ship sum- 
moned crew and passengers before him 
and informed them that the water was 
coming in faster than the pumps could 
handle it. He said he had resorted to 
every device known to seafaring men, 
but was unable to solve the difficulty, 
so now they would be compelled to seek 
God and-His help! 

An unbelieving woman passenger ex- 
claimed, “Horrors! have things reached 
such a desperate pass that we must bring 
God into them !” 


Many persons ignore God to the point 
where, if He must be resorted to, it will 
be at the very last, after everybody else 
has been consulted and everything else 
has been tried. 


This Golden Text gives us but one of 
the “first” things of God. Following 
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Lesson for July 28 


are more of them: “first cast out the 
beam out of thine own eye” (Matt. 7: 
5); “cleanse first that which is within 
the cup and platter” (23:26); “first be 
reconciled to thy brother” (5:24); “learn 
first to shew piety at home” (1 Tim. 
5:4). 

“Theu shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain” (Exod. 20:7).— 
A very spiritually-minded friend of mine 
once felt constrained to look straight 
into the eye of a man who swore in his 
presence, and solemnly say to him, “Do 
you know that God can condemn you 
for what you just said?” 

My friend’s serious demeanor brought 
the swearer to his senses, and he seri- 
ously asked, “What did I say?” When 
reminded that he had used the Lord’s 
name blasphemously, he said, “I didn’t 
realize I said that!” 

What a hardening effect profanity has 
on a person when he can use the ador- 
able name of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the most shocking ear-splitting curse 
and not be conscious of it! 

The poet Cowper said: 

It chills my blood to hear the blest 

Supreme 

Rudely appealed to on each trifling theme ! 

Maintain your rank; vulgarity despise; . 

To SWEAR is neither brave, polite, nor 

wise. 

You would not swear upon the bed of 

death; 

Refiect! Your Maker now could stop 

your breath ! 

“For what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?” (Mark 8:36.)—Many barter 
their souls for a very tiny portion of 
this world. A daughter of wealthy and 
worldly parents was fond of the world’s 
pleasures and plunged into them with 
all the eagerness of youth. 

One day she was persuaded to attend 
a Gospel service. The message affected 
her, and it appeared as though she 
wanted to be saved. 

Her parents surrounded her with gay 
companions and urged her to forget “re- 
ligion,” as they termed it, and return 
to the world of fashion. When they 
promised and purchased the “richest 
dress to be had in the shops,” she threw 
off the concern for her soul and lived 
only for the world again. 

In a few weeks she was stricken down 
with a fatal illness. When she was in- 
formed that her case was hopeless, she 
had a maid bring in that beautiful dress 
and hang it on a post of her bed. Then 
she had her weeping parents brought in, 
and raising her hand and pointing to the 
dress, said, “Father, Mother, there is 
the price of my soul.” A few hours 
later, she passed into eternity. 

But in contrast—a minister of the 
Gospel was once sitting in a public 
room, where a few young men, strangers 
to himself, were conversing. Their con- 
versation was upon worldly business: 
stocks, interest, invoices, etc. After the 
preacher had listened a while in silence, 
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he turned to one who had taken the 
most active part in the conversation, 
and remarked to him, that, having lis- 
tened with much interest tq what had 
passed, he was desirous of proposing a 
question connected with the subjects of 
their remarks. He said he would be 
glad if a few moments’ thought might 
be given to his question. 

The young man answered politely, and 
asked to hear the question. The min- 
ister then requested, that, as he seemed 
‘accustomed to calculations of interest, 
and questions of profit and loss, he 
should endeavor to estimate what it 
would profit a man, ?f he were to gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul. 

A deep silence followed. The question 
remained unanswered. It spoke to the 
conscience. The young man left, ap- 
parently unaffected; but the question 
ceased not to speak, and constantly to 
require its answer, till the immeasurable 
worth of the soul, and the utter insignifi. 
cance of every human pursuit, in com- 
parison with that of its salvation, were 
brought with such evidence and power 
to his heart, that he renounced “the 
world, the flesh, and the devil,” and be- 
came a devoted believer and zealous 
follower of the only Saviour of sinners. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Honoring Our God 
(Exod, 20:7; Luke 18:10-14; Matt. 6:9; 
Mark 7:6b) 


HE Third Commandment on the 

Mosaic tables of stone was, “Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
Ged in vain; for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh his name 
in vain.” (For your poster today, 
put a picture of clean lips to make you 
remember today’s lesson.) 

The most common way of breaking 
this Commandment is swearing. I do 
hope not one of the Primary children 
ever says a swear word. Everywhere 
we go, we hear people swegr. A long 
time ago, it was thought very impolite 
to swear before a woman, but now some 
of the most awful swearers are women. 
In the Army, Christian men had a hard 
time to stand the swearing and filthy 
talk of soldiers who were not Christians. 

What is the matter, that so many peo- 
ple swear? 

Most of them were not taught about 
the Lord Jesus when they were little 
like you, and they were not taught to 
love Him so they would not want to 
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use His name in swearing. If you love 
Jesus Christ, you will not want to use 
His holy name in swearing. Of course, 
when it is heard everywhere we go, 
sometimes very little children repeat 
what they hear so often. But I know a 
mother who has a wonderful cure for 
a forgetful little boy who swears with- 
out thinking. She takes him in the house 
and puts just a crystal or two of Epsom 
salts on his tongue, not enough to hurt 
him, but, oh, how it tastes! It has 
worked well with two little boys — they, 
neither of them, forgot but once. They 
knew better, they just needed reminding. 

Of course if they didn’t know it was 
wrong to use God’s name in swearing, 
they would have to be told about the 
Lord Jesus Christ and how He loved 
them enough to leave Heaven with all 
its glory and come to earth to live and 
die for their sin, and the sin of all the 
world. There’s just one real cure for 
swearing, and that is love for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and it takes a cleansed heart 
to make eleansed lips. A born-again 
boy or girl will love the Lord Jesus. 

There are some other ways of using 
God’s name in vain. Haven’t you heard 
people who care nothing about God, say, 
“God knows I’ve done right,” or, “Be- 
fore God, I’m telling the truth.” They 
are using His name as mere words to 
make their statements more forceful, 
they think. 

Then some people pray and ask’ all 
sorts of selfish things for themselves, 
and finish with “and this I ask in Jesus’ 
name, Amen.” Surely this is taking 
God’s name in vain, for they are asking 
only for self. 

We should be very careful to honor 
God’s name. Paul tells us that the name 
of Jesus “is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth.” 

‘ How very careful we should be, all of 
us, to be: reverent and worshipful when 
we use that holy name. 

Precious name, oh, how sweet! 
Hope of earth and joy of Heaven. 
Mopesto, Cauir. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons far the 
ad and explaining the conditions upon which 
lustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times fer 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
Qlustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tlustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ce is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


“Claim Everything.”—Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you (Matt. 6:33, Golden Text). A 
distinguished American politician in a 
heated campaign is said to have tele- 
graphed to his friends, “Claim every- 
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thing.” That, in a much profounder 
sense, is precisely the summons that 
Christianity makes on life. All things 
are yours, if you are Christ’s as Christ 
is God’s.—From “Mornings in a College 
Chapel.” Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


He Found It True.—Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you (Matt. 6:33, Golden Text). An Eng- 
lish judge in India heard that a certain 
native, who formerly was the wealthy 
owner of an indigo farm, had confessed 
Christ, and was cast out of his home 
and deprived of all his possessions. “Let 
him come to me,” said the judge, “and 
if he is a true Christian, he will not 
mind working as the attendant-bearer 
of my little son.” So.Nordubur came. 
One evening at household prayers, the 
judge read from the English New Tes- 
tament that “every one that hath for- 
saken houses, or brethren, .. . or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold.” He thought 
a moment and said, “Now, none of us 
has done this except one — Nordubur.” 
He looked straight at the bearer and 
asked: “Will you tell us? Does this 
verse speak the truth?” Quietly Nor- 
dubur spoke. “I have not much posses- 
sions now,” he confessed, “but I do have 
a new peace and joy. Christ says He 
gives a hundredfold. I know He gives 
a thousandfold.”—From the Secret Place. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, 
Va. 


God Hears.—Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain; for 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain (Exod. 20: 
7). A man was at. work at a city rail- 
road station handling baggage. Some 
of it was very heavy and difficult to 
manage alone. He lost his patienee at 
last, and began to swear. A little girl 
heard his wicked oaths and was shocked. 
She eried out: “Oh, please don’t talk 
like that! Don’t you know God hears 
you?” The man was startled by her 
earnestness, and looked about as if half 
expecting to find himself face to face 
with a listening God. Tha child’s words 
convicted him of his wickedness. “Don’t 
you know God hears you?” kept ringing 
in his ears as he went on with his work. 
But he did not swear again that day. 
All that night a voice kept saying over 
and over to him, “God hears you.” It 
was the turning point in his life. Then, 
with faith, he cried out to God, and his 
prayer rose like a sweet savor. The 
words of the child had done more than 
all the sermons he had ever listened to, 
for they made him think of God as he 
had never thought of Him before— 
From Earnest Worker. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


A Deserved “Thrashing.”—Let your 
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: 


July 13, 1946 


for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil (Matt. 5:37). Some time 
ago, a client came to my office, a South- 
ern gentleman who has approximately 
six million dollars of funds in our in- 
vestments. During the course of. the 
conversation he used my Lord’s name in 
a way I didn’t like, and I stopped him. 
“Please, sir, that name you just used:is 
the most precious name I know any- 
thing about. I love it more than any- 
thing in this world, and I don’t like to 
hear that name used in the fashion you 
did. I am a Christian.” What do you 
think he said? “So am I. I teach‘a 
Sunday school class down South.” 
“Well,” I said, “you would not have 
guessed it in a thousand years,” and 
something inside me said, “Are you 
going to lose that contract?” Just re- 
cently I had in my office this Southern 
gentleman, this time in company with 
his wife. He said, “This is the man who 


gave me such a thrashing when I was up -- 


here.” She turned to me and said:. “I 
am glad you did, because he deserved 
it. He has been a different man since.” 
—From Erling C. Olsen, in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


They Cannot Put You Together Again. 
—Howbeit in vain do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the command- 
ments af men (Mark 7:7). The wheels 
of the old Gospel chariot have become 
clogged with the mud and refuse of un- 
belief and of a wild-eyed view of what 
Christianity means. It would be a real 
benefit to the church and to the world 
if some of the theological professors and 
schools would go out of business. They 
train to destroy faith, not to encourage 
and stimulate it. Some professors seem 
to think that it is their mission to smash 
to pieces the old-fashioned faith of their 
students who have come from praying 
homes and faithful churches. One pro- 
fessoreat the beginning of one of_ his 
classes made the statement, “We are 
going to endeavor in our class work 
first to tear you to pieces and then to 
put you together again.” Later one of 
his students remarked: “He did suc- 
ceed in tearing me to pieces all right, 
but he sure failed in putting me to- 
gether again. I left college with noth- 
ing to preach.”—From the Pentecostal 
Herald. Sent by Howard G. Witlcoz, 
Kearney, Nebr. 


Only One Death.—But whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gos- 
pel’s, the same shall save it (Mark 8: 
35b). He who dies before he dies will 
not die when he dies.—From C. H. Spur- 
geon. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


His Soul Stopped Growing.—For who- 
soever will save hts life shall lose it 
(Mark 8:35). A certain young farmer 
who had been very active in the young 
people’s work of his church as a youth 
was engaged in independent farming. 
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The first few years found him prospering 
in a way he had never anticipated. 
Money was flowing into his bank ac- 
count at an unprecedented rate. As a 
youth he had been a liberal giver, ac- 
cording to his limited ability, but his 
small income had meant he was never 
able to make large gifts to his church. 
When his income increased by leaps and 
bounds the young farmer found himself 
confronted with an entirely new spir- 
itual problem, which was greatly ag- 
gravated by a sermon which his pastor 
preached .on the subject of tithing. Face 
to face with his pastor and the new 
issue, he was compelled to come to a 
completely new decision concerning his 
stewardship. Finally, after weighing all 
the evidence, and looking at his glitter- 
ing income, he said: “I will admit that 
the teaching of the Scripture seems very 
plain, and your testimony concerning 
the advantages of tithing seems very 
convincing, but if I have to give ten 
per cent of my present income to the 
church it is going to cost me too much. 
I won’t do it.” From that day on his 
soul never grew any more. Two years 
afterward he was out of the church and 
completely indifferent to his spiritual 
welfare—From “A Primer of the Spir- 
itual Life,” by Roy L. Smith. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


, oe 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this lesson did not come 

a day too soon. Our country (and 
I suppose the rest of the world) is 
drifting into a very careless way of 
talking. It is something that usually 
comes in the wake of war; but this time 
average conversation has sunk to a 
lower grade level than I have ever 
observed it before. There are still some 
people who believe the English lan- 
guage is capable of expressing every 
shade of thought and do not have to re- 
sort to profanity and billingsgate for 
emphasis, but it is amazing how many 
young people (and older ones, too) of 
both sexes flippantly use the names of 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ in vain. 
To flout God’s holy name or to make a 
byword of it is to flout the Lord God, 
Himself, and that is a perilous thing to 
do, for God has definitely said He will 
not hold him guiltless who taketh His 
name in vain. 

What is taking God’s name “in vain”? 
It is uttering it in any other than a 
worshipful or reverential manner or 
purpose. It is not necessarily cursing. 
Many Christians ‘take God’s name in 
vain without cursing. “Lord, have 
mercy!” It is not a prayer for mercy, 
but an exclamation, sometimes said in a 
fit of laughter. “The Lord knows I never 

»”’ and so on. It is not to exalt the 
knowledge of the Lord, but to extol one’s 
own virtue in some matter. 
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Just today I have heard a very emi- 
nent Christian lady use that expression. 
Bringing in the Lord’s name was purely 
incidental. He should never be merely 
incidental in, any situation. When the 
Lord’s name appears it is an event, an 
event of prime importance. The Lord 
God is very jealous for His name (Ezek. 
39:25). It is above every name. (See 
Phil. 2:9-11.) You would not make a 
byword of your mother’s name, would 
you? Nor would you permit anyone 
else to do it. God’s name is surpass- 
ingly more holy than any mother’s name, 
as much as we may revere that mother. 

Probably the most common way in 
which the holy name of God is taken in 
vain by Christians is the use of it in 
jokes. Even some ministers in social 
gatherings violate His name that way, 
or they laugh and applaud when some- 
one less responsible tells a “funny story” 
and uses the holy name of Jesus to 
“spice it up.” Fellows, if you are at 
all concerned about this matter, I plead 
with you not to laugh, but by a serious 
countenance show that you do not ap- 
prove of it. Oh, yes, you will be re- 
garded by some as a prude or a “kill- 
joy,” but there will be some others with 
weaker spines than yours who will be 
encouraged to take a stand for keeping 
that holy name in holy reverence — 
always and in every place. 

There is a shocking phase of pro- 
fanity spreading like a prairie fire over 
this land of ours into all grades of soci- 
ety, among young and old. It is the 
linking of God’s holy name with curs- 
ing. One hears it now more frequently 
than ever on the street, on the highways, 
at filling stations, in railroad and bus 
stations and hotel lobbies and other pub- 
lic places. There was at one time some 
restraint in the presence of women and 
children, but now it is blatant, reckless, 
and unconcerned. It is an aftermath 
of war. Last year a highly honored gen- 
eral of the Army blazed a trail of un- 
restrained profanity of the most vicious 
brand across these United States in pub- 
lic speeches, on the radio, and in print. 
There were a few protests made, but as 
a rule his salty profanity was greeted 
with tumultuous applause and shoutings 
from the masses. When he was inter- 
viewed by representatives of the press, 
those sentences most punctuated by pro- 
fanity were played up in their reports, 
as though it were necessary to give them 
force and meaning. Nothing was openly 
done to stop it. It is a symptom of the 
low level the public conscience has 
reached with regard to the reverence 
due to God’s, holy name. . 

One may reach great eminence by his 
talents, his courage, his devotion to duty 
and high service, but he can never do a 
great enough deed to justify his flouting 
God’s holy name. Here is a “General 
Order” issued by one who has the re- 
spect of every patriotic American. Al- 
though issued 170 years ago, it was not 
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one whit more timely and appropriate 
than it is today: 

“The General is sorry to be informed 
that the foolish and wicked practice of 
profane cursing and swearing, a vice 
heretofore little known in the American 
Army, is growing into fashion. He hopes 
that the officers will, by example as well 
as influence, endeavor to check it, and 
that both they and the men will reflect, 
that we can have little hope of the bless- 
ing of Heaven on our arms, if we insult 
it by our impiety and folly. Added to 
this, it is a vice so mean and low, with- 
out any temptation, that every man of 
sense and character detests and despises 
it. (Signed) G. Washington. New York, 
July 1776.” 


Greenssoro, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The Home-Coming | 


A little book about our future home on the 

ew Earth. “The Home Coming” traces the 
longings of the human heart and relates them 
to Heaven's perfection. A brief outline of Our 
Lord’s Second Coming is given, as the author 
interprets the’prophecies. The belief is 
expressed that our home in Heaven need not be 
an ivory palace with gilded halls but rather will 
be builded from the pattern of our own dearest 
memories. Copies may be obtained by address- 
ing the author and enclosing fifty cents in 
stamps. 


MRS. CORA R. PEEBLES 














15367 Greenlawn Avenue, Detroit 21, Mich. 
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First in its Field! 





Manual of Gospel Broadcasting 


This first complete book on gospel 
radio is written by a man who knows 
his subject— Wendell P. Loveless, for 
many years director of station 
WMBI. Every phase of Christian 
radio is covered: radio writing, pro- 
duction, dramatics, etc. 350 pages, 
35 illustrations. $3.50 


Available at your local book store, 


Moody Press 


Bop. S491 
153 INSTITUTE PL. 
CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
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DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN 

Action . . . suspense . . . treachery . . . blood-thirsty 
lions. Daniel conquers all thru faith in God. 
Add this edition to your library of Suecde-graphs. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, in the midst of all the interests 
of our daily lives, we greatly need to be 
reminded of what should be put first. 
We so easily choose to give first place 
to lesser things. Help us to follow the 
unanxious path, and to keep in mind 
that not earthly treasure but heavenly 
treasure is to occupy our desires. May 
we not make the mistake of spending 
precious time too lavishly upon the 
things that belong to the material world, 
but may we in quiet trust keep in the 
forefront of our thinking Thyself and 
Thy loving-kindness, and the fellowship 
that Thou dost offer to those who will 
take Thee at Thy word. May we have 
right views of real values. We ask this 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Do you ever worry? 
Do you ever doubt whether God will do 
as well by you as He does by the lilies 
of the field? Are you so busy about 
making a living that you somewhat for- 
get the making of a life? There is an 
order of arrangement among the things 
to which we give our time if we follow 
God’s will. He tells us what to put first. 
Let us repeat together the Golden Text. 





fa 
NOT EARTHLY 
BUT ETERNAL | REASURE 
WHICH FIRST IN MY LIFE? 











Yes, and now that we have said it, do 
we really believe that this arrangement 
will work? Oh, be sure that there are 
many, many trusting souls who have 
proved again and again how wonder- 
fully God’s plan does work! If we put 
first what He puts first, then many 
things for which we have been striving 
so hard will be cared for by Him. Let 
us try this plan during the coming week. 
Our Heavenly Father knows what true 
values are. Let us take Him at His 
word. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on pege 638) 


1. There are various ways of taking the 
Lord’s name in vain: (1) Using it deceit- 
fully, as in an oath which one does not 
intend to keep. (2) Using it hypocritically, 
in pious speech that is not from the heart. 
(3) Using it profanely, in loose conversa- 
tion. 


2. These and many other expressions 
are veiled profanity, being modified forms 
of sacred or solemn words which the users 
of the slang phrases would be _ horrified 
to uttter except with profound reverence. 
Christians should decidedly avoid such 
usages, which Webster calls “minced oaths.” 
George H. Seville has a splendid little tract? 





1 Condensed from the Times of April 6, 1940. 
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by that title, “Minced Oaths,” published by 
Good News Publishing Company, Chicago. 

3. No. Christ did not reverse the Old 
Testament revelation, but fulfilled it by 
completion. Things allowed under the Law, 
“because of the hardness of your hearts” 
(Matt. 19:8), are shown by Christ to be in- 
compatible even with the older revelation 
of God. So here. Kk should be true of 
every child of God that his word is as good 
as his oath. 

4. That is a disputed question. Some be- 
lieve*that an oath is wrong in any circum- 
stance, and in most cases an affirmation is 
accepted in place of an oath from those 
with such scruples. Others believe that 
our Lord is here speaking of voluntary 
oaths, while the oath under restraint of 
law is still permissible. “Let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind.” 

5. Oaths come from the evil situation ex- 
pressed by the psalmist in his haste, “All 
men are liars.” If men were truthful, oaths 
would be unnecessary. 

6. The Word of God and the tradition of 
men. 

7. In Roman Catholicism the decrees of 
councils practically take precedence over 
the Scriptures. In Christian Science, Mor- 
monism, and many other cults a similar 
situation exists. 

8. The cross. See the must in John 3:14, 
15 and Mark 8:31, and then read Mark 
8:34. 

9. Christ puts the question the other way. 
“The world passeth away” (1 John 2:17). 
To see the whole world which he had 
gained passing away, and the life which 
he had expended in gaining it utterly lost, 
would surely be a sorry end for any man. 
No such disillusionment for the Apostle 
Paul! (Phil. 3:7, 8.) 

10. The Golden Text says “Yes.” Mr. H. 
P. Crowell once declared, “Man for man, a 
Christian always goes farther.” 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Teaches True Reverence 
(Exod. 20:7; Luke 18:10-14; Matt. 6:5-% 
Mark 7:6b) 


| ated the two preceding Com- 
mandments, and discuss worship ex- 
periences in church, based on last week’s 
lesson. The Third Commandment is also 
about worship: “Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain” (Exod. 
20:7; Memory Verse). Have a pupil copy 
it on the figure three. What’ does it 
mean? Yes, swearing —but a lot more 
than that—not using God’s name any 
time when you don’t really mean it— 
that’s a kind of lying. I can think of 
two times in church when we may not 
be worshiping but are taking the name 
of the Lord in vain. Can you? When 
you sang (mention some song 
used in Sunday school or church), did 
you mean the words, (quote), 
or did you take the name of the Lord 
in vain? When you repeated the Lord’s 
Prayer, were you really praying to God 
or just saying the words in vain — were 
you lying to God? How often we have 
broken this Commandment! I'd like to 
pray right now, “Forgive us our debts 
[trespasses],” meaning the times we've 
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Lesson for July 28 

o 
thoughtlessly this 
Would you? 

Let us imagine that two Junior girls 
went to church. Qne went every Sun- 
day, and the other was a poor girl whom 
nobody liked because they said she took 
pencils and apples at school. The girl 
who went regularly prayed in her heart, 
“O God, I’m so glad that I’m not like 
others who take things and lie, or like 
that bad girl. I go to Sunday school 
and save my. nickel every week for the 
collection.” But the poor girl who took 
things sat toward the back. In her sor- 
row for doing wrong she bowed her head 
and said, “O God, forgive me for being 
bad.” She went home with a changed 
heart, rather than the first. Why? The 
first was not really praying to -God 
though she used God’s name. She was 
just bragging to herself. And I suspect 
her mother and sister and friends, as 
well as God, didn’t think she was so 
perfect. They knew how selfish and 
“stuck up” she was. 

When you think you're pretty good, 
you put yourself up high, like this (draw 
a line from the bottom of the blackboard 
up some distance, and write “you” at 
the top); but in God’s eyes you are way 
down here (draw a very short line and 
write “you”). Now the strange thing 
is, if you see yourself right, you know 
you really aren’t so good yourself (erase 
the first line with “you”). And when 
you see yourself right, way down here 
(indicate the short line with “you”), 
then God forgives you and puts you up 
high in His sight (draw another line 
similar to the first) —like the second 
girl who knew she was bad and needed 
God’s forgiveness; like us when we see 
how we break God’s Commandment 
about His name. 

One more thing—what about when 
you say your prayers at night? Does 
Mother hear you? Do you say them for 
her? Or do you think of God when you 
repeat the words? Might you be taking 
“the name of the Lord thy God in vain”? 
The Lord Jesus said that just saying the 
same prayers over and over, “vain repe- 
titions,” was like heathen prayers. God 
isn’t interested in how much you say, 
but in how much you mean it. “Our 
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name.” Keep God’s name sacred 
even in your prayers, never saying it 
lightly and thoughtlessly. Find what the 
Lord Jesus said about this in Mark 
7: 6b. 

Let’s list on the blackboard reminders 
to honor the Lord with lips and heart, 
and keep His Third Commandment this 
week. The list may include: swearing, 
singing hymns, Lord’s Prayer, bragging 
prayers, prayers at home. 

Orono, MAINE. 


repeated prayer. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“A Name... ABovE Every NAME” 


Precious name, oh, how sweet ! 
Hope of earth and joy’ of Heaven. 


E CANNOT “breathe that holy 

name in prayer,” or show rever- 
ence toward it until we know the Lord 
whom that name represents, and have 
learned to love Him in the various rev- 
elations of His name. Most of us fall 
short of the privilege of knowing that 
name as we might. Notice some of the 
mistakes indicated by our lesson texts 
which are made by those who do not 
think understandingly and reverently 
“upon-his name” (Mal. 3:16). 


God’s name used in vain (Lev. 19:12; 
Matt. 5:33-37). Several children were 
speaking of God when a little three- 
year-old chap standing near by corrected 
them, “You mustn’t say that. It is a 
naughty word!” The children explained 
that it was only naughty to speak God’s 
name when you did not love and honor 
Him. He is glad to hear His name 
spokén in praise. 

One morning when I mentioned the 
name of the Lord Jesus to our Sunday 
school class, a little Junior girl looked 
startled, then she poked her neighbor 
and snickered. Outside of Sunday school 
she hears the Lord’s name spoken only 
as an oath, and was surprised when she 
thought her teacher might be swearing. 
This gave an opportunity to tell what 
the Lord’s name can mean to us, and 
that Christ Jesus is a real person who 
delights to hear us honor Him. 


False use of God’s name (Matt. 7:15- 
23; Mark 7:5-8; Acts 11:26). This in- 
cludes folks who profess to be represen- 
tatives of His, while their devotion and 
surrender have never been yielded to 
the Son of God. Disciples in Antioch 
who were called “Christians” not only 
spoke of the Lord and took part in 
church work, but their very character 


and conduct had been transformed. We, 
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RUSSIA MAY GET 
THE ATOMIC BOMB 


BUT PROPHECY IS AGAINST RUSSIA. 
To follow the fast-moving parade of pro- 
phetic events, you need “Bloomfield’s 
PropheticiAtlas of Maps, Charts, Harmo- 
nies and Encyclopedic Index of prophetic 
subjects and places.” Ai thrilling book 
packed with prophetic information, well 
organized for quick reference. 
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though, are not the final judges as to 
whether our neighbors are living for 
Christ or not, Our part is to be sure 
we live worthy of the Lord (1 Cor. 9:27). 

Ashamed to confess Christ’s name 
(Mark . 8:34-38; Matt. 26:69-75). This 
mistake is opposite to the one just men- 
tioned. The first group of people try 
to make a show of religious zeal. This 
next group are afraid to take an open 
stand for Christ lest they be criticized 
or persecuted, and they are not brave 
enough to take the risk. They may give 
testimony in church among others who 
acknowledge the Lord, but at school, 
work, or among companions they con- 
ceal the fact that they are Christians. 
Do you have a friend who has never 
heard you say that you belong to the 
Lord? 


* How may we use His name appropri- 
ately? Christ gave us a beautiful ex- 
ample in the Lord’s Prayer: “Our 
Father!” Believe that He is “our 
Father,” One who loves and guides. 
Praise Him privately and _ publicly 
through thought, manner, and voice 
(Psa. 148; Rom. 10:9, 10). 

Study the meaning of “names of deity” 
from a Scofield Reference Bible, or other 
source. This brief summary includes 
the English translation, Hebrew deriva- 
tive, and the spiritual meaning of vari- 
ous titles. Meditate upon each meaning 
until you are thrilled with the wonder 
of Ged’s greatness and His personal con- 
cern (Exod. 34:5-7). 

God, Elohim — Strong One (Gen. 1:1, 
26). 

Lord, Jehovah—I AM, self-existent 
One who reveals Himself (Gen. 2:4). 

Most High God El Elyon — “Possessor 
of heaven and earth” (Gen. 14:18, 19). 

Lord God, Adonai-Jehovah — Master 
(Gen, 15:2; Deut. 3:24). 

Almighty God, El Shaddai— Satisfier 
(Gen. 17:1). 

Everlasting God, El Olam — God of all 
time (Gen. 21:33). 

Lord of Hosts, Jehovah Sabaoth — One 
who meets the needs of people (1 Sam. 
1:3). 

When we consider such meaning in 
God’s various names, we begin to real- 
ize the unique privilege of being inti- 
mately acquainted with One who owns 
that holy name (Acts 4:12; Phil. 2:10). 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
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Children at Home 


The Trundle Bed 


By May Hall Thompson 


6¢f-\,NCE upon a time,” began Mother, 
and two reddish curly heads 
leaned up against her knee for a story, 
“there were two little boys named Tim 
and T 
“Oh, the same as ours!” cried Tim. 
“Yes,” smiled Mother, “the same as 
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@ 
yours, for I am going to tell you a true 
story about your own grandfather and 
his twin brother, for whom you were 
named. 

“On that night long ago, Tim and 
Ted, after taking a bath in a wooden 
tub with shiny brass rings, got into their 
little trundle bed after saying their 
prayers — 

Now the light has gone away; 

Listen, Saviour, while we pray, 
Asking Thee to watch and keep, 
And to send us quiet sleep. 

“What’s a trundle bed?” asked Ted 
with great interest. 

“It was a little bed slung low on 
rollers so that it could be rolled under 
the big four-poster beds to save room 
space. Well, anyway, Tim and Ted were 
soon fast asleep and did not know that 
the night was pitch black and that a 
storm was brewing. 

“Mother and Father, still awake, were 
worried, for it looked as if a very bad 
storm was coming. Father came in from’ 
the barn, after attending to his stock, 
and said they ought to take the twins 
and go into the cellar. 

“But at that moment there was a 
crash of thunder above their heads and 
a flash of lightning. What was worse, 
there was a terrific noise in the next 
room, where the twins were sleeping. 
A series of crashes, as though the roof 
were falling in, resounded and thudded, 
over and over. 

“Mother and Father were stunned, 
almost afraid to go into the room where 
their little boys had been sleeping. 
Father rushed in first, followed by 
Mother, who cried, ‘Oh, the twins, what 
has happened to them?’ 

“In the semidarkness, with only the 
light from a lamp in the living room to 
see by; it looked as though the whole 
room was stacked with great chunks 
of plaster that had fallen from the ceil- 
ing and walls. But where were the 
boys? Had they been buried under the 
debris? 

“They seemed to be nowhere about 
until a muffled voice was heard crying 
out. 

“‘Wait!’ commanded Father. ‘Don’t 
move, boys; nothing wifl hurt you.’ 
Quickly then he ran for the lamp and 
began searching. 

“But the twins were not under the 
fallen plaster, though once again they 
heard -¢heir voices. Guess where they 
were. Right under the big bed. The 
crash had sent the casters rolling and 
the little bed had gone safely under the 
big bed. Truly their sleep had been 
peaceful in spite of all that had hap- 
pened. 

“And now,.my dears, it is time for 
you to hop into bed,” added Mother. 

“But,” protested Tim, “we want a 
trundle bed so that nothing will hurt 
us.” 

“But, children, don’t you understand?” 
asked Mother. “I told you this true 
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story not to make you afraid but to 
show you how God took care of those 
two little boys. Your grandfather and 
his twin brother were spared, and they 
grew into strong, God-fearing pioneers, 
unafraid of the wilderness in which they 
settled.” ° 


“Of course,” laughed Ted, “and we 
want to grow up strong and brave, too. 
And we want to say their prayer to- 
night. We know it by heart.” 

So before the boys dropped off to 
sleep, their voices were raised in the 
same prayer those other little twins had 
said so long ago. 

Now the light has gone away; 
Listen, Saviour, while we pray, 


Asking Thee to watch and keep, 
And to send us quiet sleep. 


Good Order in the Sunday 
School 
(Continued from page 636) 


such have been countless other leaders 
in public and even religious affairs. 
Thus, more than the class you teach is 
involved, for that child is going to lead 
as a child and as an adult. It is your 
great responsibility to see that he him- 
self gets started in the right direction, 
that those who follow shall not be led 
astray. 


In dealing with such a child you must 
win his friendship, for, when he becomes 
your ally instead of your enemy, your 
battle is almost won. It is so easy to 
become exasperated and dismayed when 
young Tommy works havoc with your 
well-laid plans, that the teacher must 
definitely guard against feeling a dis- 
like for him. Since the teacher’s task 
is to turn the little enemy into a friend 
or ally, she obviously cannot do it by 
disliking him. When she is sure that 
there is nothing but love for the child 
in her heart, she can begin by giving 
him responsibilities that would appeal 
to him — seeing that the correct number 
of chairs are present, taking the offer- 
ing, running a short errand, or making 
some decision involving the class. This, 
of course, should not be an important 
one, but rather one in which it makes 
no great difference which way he de- 
cides. Seek to trust him ‘and his judg- 
ment in small things, and gradually in- 
crease his responsibility until he is able 
to lead the singing or some part of the 
service. Then, in truth, he has become 
your friend. Visits in the home will 
further help you to understand and will 
aid you in winning him. Of course you 
are seeking, most of all, to see that he 
is a friend of the Saviour and that he 
will accept His salvation. For a time 
he may consume most of your time and 
energies, but do not begrudge it. Your 
understanding and love of this one in- 
dividual will benefit your class as a 


‘ 


, 7. 
‘THE SUNDAY SCROOL TIMES 


whole more than you realize could be 
possible. 


It is the teacher who must understand 
the class, the teacher who must under- 
stand the child, and the teacher who 
must plan and execute the program, and 
thus she becomes the most important 
single factor in securing good order. It 
it wise for her to be early—in fact, 
for all the teachers in the department, 
or all the helpers in the children’s meet- 
ing, to be early, in order that the stand- 
ard of discipline may be set by the 


‘teachers rather than the early arrivals. 


I know of no better reason for com- 
ing early than to pray, and no better 
way to insure a good meeting with re- 
sults counting for eternity, than for the 
teachers to pray unitedly before the 
service begins. They may call together 
on the One who has said, “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him” 
(Jas. 1:5). It will do more than help 
with the discipline, it will give an uplift 
to the one who teaches, it will cause 
little hearts to be touched by the Lord, 
and the hearts of the praying teachers 
will be tied together with the cords of 
love and understanding. If you have 
discipline problems in your Sunday 
school, have the teachers meet early for 
prayer, if you would see a transformed 
department, and transformed children, 
and transformed teachers. 


Downers Grove, ILL. 


The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 28 


3. Paul Preaches to the King 
(Acts 26:1-32) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE third and last incident from the 

life of Paul that we are to consider 
is chosen from the later years of his, 
ministry. His last missionary journey 
had been completed. He had been ar- 
rested in Jerusalem by *the Roman 
authorities, when the chief priests and 
leaders of the Jews had stirred up a 
great riot in an effort to kill him. For 
two years he had been held a prisoner 
at Cewsarea while the Roman governor 
sought to curry favor with the Jews 
who wanted Paul brought to Jerusalem 
where he might be tried and put to 
death. Finally, however, when it seemed 
that nothing in the way of justice could 
be expected of Rome’s puppet gover- 
nors, Paul, standing on his rights as a Ro- 
man citizen, appealed his case to Cesar, 
and thus made it necessary for the cur- 
rent governor, Festus, to send Paul to 
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A collection of heart-stirring poems, 
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ure to every Christian. 
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SOME of the opin- 


ions of reviewers con- 
cerning this book and 
its author. 





“HE IS a master of all the im- 
portant apologetic literature 
of our language, and he has put 
the conclusions of that literature 
where even the humblest can 
reach it.” —Evangelical Christian. 





eesT IS one of the most im- 
ortant volumes of the present 
decade.” —Revelation. 





*tHERE surely is a volume that 
will help to furnish the 
Christian unto all good works, that 
will provide him with a veritable 
armoury for defense of the faith.” 
— Sunday School Times. 
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Rome. Before doing so, however, Festus 
sought the advice of Agrippa, an Idu- 
maean, or Edomite, who had been pro- 
claimed a nominal king by Rome. 


The Idumaeans ‘were descendants of 
Esau, whereas the true Jews traced their 
lineage through Isaac. In the second 
century before Christ the Idumaeans 
had been forced to become incorporated 
with the remnants of the Jewish peo- 
ple, and in Paul’s day they were looked 
upon as one of the corporate parts of 
the Jewish nation. Often, however, there 
was little love lost between the Idu- 
maeans and the pure-blooded Jews. 


Agrippa, to whom Felix sent Paul for 
a hearing was Herod Agrippa II, the 
great-grandson of Herod the Great. Festus 
hoped that Agrippa’s knowledge of Jew- 
ish history and Jewish law would enable 
him to find some way out of the diffi- 
culty in which he found himself, for 
legally, he was bound to send Paul .to 
Rome, while politically, he wanted to 
please the Jews at Jerusalem, who were 
crying for Paul’s death. 


What would you do if you were asked 
to appear before a king to give your 
personal testimony, knowing that your 
life might be in jeopardy? Would you 
be tempted to water down your state- 
ments, so as not to give offense? You 
do not have to read very far in Paul’s 
remarks before Agrippa to find that 
Paul had no such intention. He was 
courteous and respectful of the king’s 
authority. He paid proper deference to 
Agrippa’s knowledge of customs and 
traditions (v. 2, 3). But, he also called 
on the king to use this knowledge to 
discern that he had been unjustly ac- 
cused. 


He appealed to Agrippa’s knowledge 
of the Jewish prophets and their writ- 
ings, and pointed out that he (Paul) 
stood before him, on trial for his life 
because of his preaching of the fulfill- 
ment of these very prophecies that 
Agrippa at least professed to believe. 


At the risk of being laughed at and 
derided by Agrippa, Paul told, in the 
most straightforward manner possible, 
his own experiences in meetin’g the risen 
Christ on the road to Damascus. Fear- 
lessly, Paul told Agrippa that in obe- 
dience to this vision, he had proclaimed 
the risen Christ as the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament prophecy, and that for 
this reason the Jews had brought about 
his arrest, and were seeking his life. 


bd 


At first, Festus branded Paul as mad 
because of too much learning. Then, as 
Paul drove home the truth concerning 
Christ, Agrippa wavered, saying, “Al- 
most thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian.” However, the proud, sensuous, 
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and wicked Agrippa had too much at 
stake to yield to what he knew, from 
Paul’s testimony, must be the truth. He 
rose up, and thus ended the interview. 
5 4 
What is the lesson for us in this great 
moment from the life of Paul. Few 
of us will ever stand before a king or 
a great ruler, but each of us ean stand 
every day before others who do not 
know the Lord Jesus Christ. What will 
our testimony be? Will we dilute it in 
order to avoid giving offense or to save 
ourselves from embarrassment or ridi- 
cule? Or, will we, like Paul, ie 
proclaim the truth? 
oe 
Paul’s courtesy is to be commended, 
and should be an example to us as we 
deal with others concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But Paul did not permit 
courtesy to keep him from a clear and 
fearless witness. Notice, too, that Paul’s 
great defense was in obedience to 
Christ’s commands. Can you .-truthfully 
make this your defense for your actions, 
as you stand before others to defend 
your Christian faith? 
ye 
Festus’ implication that Paul was mad, 
and Felix’s perhaps jeering words that 
he was almost persuaded to be a Chris- 
tian did not arouse Paul to anger or 
shake him from his calm, clear testi- 
mony. Instead, he solemnly told these 
unbelievers that it was his greatest wish 
that they might be even as he was at 
that moment,—a sincere follower of 
Christ. There was no bitterness or re- 
turning of insults that were thrown at 
him. Can we not learn this same fore- 
bearance as we meet the ridicule of 
others who will not accept our Lord? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Posters Against Swearing 


OFANITY is a notorious American 

vice, and it is becoming more preva- 
lent. Edward L. Wertheim, head of the 
New York advertising agency which 
bears his name, has prepared a set of 
six posters to discourage swearing. 


The posters are 11x14 inches, water- 
proofed by varnish for display inside or 
outside, and in two striking colors in 
large type bear such words as, “Swear- 
ing shows up the limitation of your 
vocabulary,” “Swearing is conversation’s 
cesspool,” “Watch your words!” “Swear. 
ing is lip filth,” “Swearing tears down 
good will toward you,” and the like. 
Wide use has made possible reduced 
prices. The set of six posters may now 
be had for $1.50, or 3 sets (18 posters) 
for $2.25 from the Wertheim Advertis- 
ing Associates, 11 West 42nd St., New 
York 18, N. Y. 





The I.F.C.A. Convention. in 
Philadelphia 


N SPITE of the threat ofa nation- 
wide railroad strike, the normal num- 
ber of ministers and delegates assem- 
bled at the Church of the Open Door, 
Philadelphia, of which Dr. Merril T. 


MacPherson is the pastor, on May 18-23 - 


and enjoyed one of the finest programs 
ever presented by the Independent Fun- 
damental Churches of America. The oc- 
casion was the seventeenth annual con- 
vention. A large place was given to 
prayer and Bible exposition in connec- 
tion with the program. In the evening, 
inspirational addresses were given which 
for the most part were evangelistic. 
There were two missionary symposiums, 
one on home and the other on foreign 
missions in which a number of mission- 
aries participated. 

A number of important resolutions 
were adopted? including those on the 
present strife between labor and capi- 
tal resulting in paralyzing strikes; the 
situation in the Far East as it concerns 
fundamental missionaries; the unfair 
and prejudiced attitude toward mission- 
ary work among the Indians of the 
United States; the recall of Myron C. 
Taylor as personal representative of the 
President at the Vatican; the machina- 
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Spanish American 
Child Evangelism Fellowship 
1424 Fourth St., Room 503, Santa Monica, Calif. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh W. Pain 
Directors 
“That 35,000,000 Spanish American 
Children May Hear.” 
In Home Bible Classes — Open Air, 
Streets, Parks, Colportage — Radio 


The Directors are now in Peru on an 
extensive South American trip. 


BECOME A TRAINED 


Christian Writer 


Experienced Christian writers and authors 
earn $2,000 to $10,000'a year. Christian pub- 
lishers, today, need them. We train you at 
home in spare time for a Christian writing 
career. Previous experience unnecessary. 























. Personal training under supervision of staff 


of SUNDAY Magazine. Write for free sam- 
ple lesson “You Develop Your Story.” 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS’ INSTITUTE 
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DO YOU KNOW that medical authorities state the average life 
span of a child born in Europe during the war is only twelve years? 


We mut reach them with the Gospel before it is too late. The 
E. E.C. is: seeking to meet this need NOW 


JESUS CARES! 
For further information write 
The European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


DO YOU? 


603 Witherspoon Blidg., Phila. 7, Pa. 
MRS. R. E. NEIGHBOUR, Home Director 
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Famine! 
Stark and Terrible 


Europe is in the throes of 
a great famine disaster. The 
worst victims are the Jews, 
already exhausted by years 

horrible persecutions and 
unimaginable suffering. 


As Christians and as 
Americans, we have a re- 
sponsibility before God to 
save this remnant of Jewish 
men, women, and children. 


The Friends of Israel Mis- 
sionary and Relief Society, 
Inc., is one of the most ac- 
tive organizations sending 
food and clothing to the 


starving. 


We are the first to send a 
missionary to Poland to help 
materially and to comfort 
spiritually those in the val- 
ley of tears and death. 


This is your opportunity 
to do your duty as a Chris- 
tian and an American. You 
can save lives and help us to 
bring the Gospel to a people 
in agony and despair. 


A thousand food parcels at $5 
each must be sent right away. 
Acts 11:27-30 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., Gen. Secretary 


Checks should be made payable to: 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Treasurer for Canada: 


REV. P. S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 


Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
= contributors 


and also on request. 
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tions of the beeen Catholic Church in 
Latin America; and Palestine as a home- 
land for the Jews. 

Dr. William McCarrell, pastor of the 
Cicero, Ill. Bible Church, was elected 
the president for the ensuing year, with 
Dr. Merril T. MacPherson of Philadel- 
phia as first vice-president, the Rev. W. 
O. H. Garman of Wilkinsburg, Pa., as 
second, and the Rev. William Ashbrook 
of Columbus, Ohio, as third. 

The. Rev. E. G. Zorn of Chicago, I1l., 
was re-elected national executive sec- 
retary; the Rev. Walter H. Bach of Ber- 
wyn, IIl., as treasurer; and O. B. Bettorff 
of St. Louis, Mo., as editor of the Voice 
magazine. 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, DD. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessens, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 22 to 28 
Mon.—Exodus 19:16-25. Moses’ Vision ef God. 


Prayer Succestions: “And the Lord 
came down upon mount Sinai.” Moses 
saw a manifestation of God. He saw 
His glory. But neither he, nor any other 
living man, could see God as He is. 
The various manifestations of God in 
the Old Testament and that of God in 
the person of His only begotten Son 
must guide us as to what Moses saw 
of the glory of God. In that vision he 
heard the voice of the Lord. Rarely 
has the audible voice of God been heard 
by man. Abraham, Moses, Job, Isaiah, 
Paul, and John are examples. A vision 
of God through the Word prepares the 
believer for the unveiling of His glory. 
Pray to see Christ more clearly in all 
the Scriptures. 


Tues.—Isaiah 6:1-8. Isaiah’s Vision of God. 

Prayer Succestions: “I saw ... the 
Lord.” Isaiah’s vision of God differed 
much from that of Ezekiel’s (see chap. 
1). God at different times and in differ- 
ent ways made known His word unto 
His servants. The supreme manifesta- 
tion was in Jesus Christ our Lord. “He 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father” 
(John 14:9). Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple, at a time of great sorrow, when 
almost in despair. The vision led to 
humility, obedience, and difficult, God- 
willed service. The effects of seeing the 
Lord are still the same. Pray for a new 
vision of the holiness of God, for your- 
self. 


Wed.—Habakkyk 2:18-20. The Folly of Idolatry. 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIons: “Dumb idols.” 
The foolishness of worshiping idols in 
this and other lands is the cause of great 
evil to worshipers. Prayer to dumb 
statues, which have no breath in them, 
is very prevalent. Millions are super- 


stitious. They wear charms of various 
sorts. These are certain to ruin makers 
and‘ worshipers now, as they did in the 
days of the prophets. The great anti- 
dote to idolatry is the preaching of the 
Gospel in the power and demonstration 
of the Holy Spirit. Pray for a new 
awakening in the ministry to the work 
of preaching the message of Christ. 
Thurs.—Luke 4:1-12. The Temptation of Jesus. 

Prayer Svuccgstions: “Forty days 
tempted of the devil.” “Forty days” of 
grace were announced to the Ninevites 
by Jonah. Israel wandered in the wil- 
derness for forty years. Forty seems to 
be the number of testing. Israel did eat 
manna forty years (see Deut. 8:1-5). 
God’s dear Son was exposed for forty 
days to an “all points” temptation (Heb. 
4:15) by the Devil. All we can ever 
suffer in temptation He knew, endured, 
and overcame. His grace is sufficient for 
thee. He is able to succor all that are 
tempted. Pray for grace to yield en- 
tirely to Christ whe is your. victory as 
well as your -Lord. 


Fri.—Luke 6:46-49. Firm Foundations. 

Prayer Succestions: “The foundation 
on a rock.” The rock Christ is the only 
safe support of the soul. He endures 
through all generations. It is a great 
thing to be built upon the foundation 
of the prophets and apostles, the chief 
corner of which is Christ Jesus. “The 
foundation of God standeth sure.” “How 
firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in His excellent 
Word.” Pray for a deeper appreciation 
of your Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Sat.—Matthew 19:16-22. 

A Young Man’s Question. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “What lack I 
yet?” This young fellow who was not 
even in the way of salvation asked what 
particular thing he lacked in order to 
obtain eternal life. He was in the path 
of sinful self-righteousness, utterly igno- 
rant of God’s righteousness, of his need 
of a Saviour, and a new heart. He 
ignored inborn, inbred, and indulged sin. 
Many do the same. They go about 
seeking to establish their own righteous- 
ness, not. submitting to the righteous- 
ness of God. Pray that the great re- 
ligious interest of multitudes of young 
people may lead to the salvation of 
many. 


Sun.—Matthew 21:12-17, Cleansing the Temple. 

PraYer Svuccestions: “My house 
shall be called the house of prayer.” 
The business of the world, proper in 
its place, often gets into the house of 
prayer. Places of worship, turned 
into commercial institutions, cease to 
fulfill God’s purpose in them. The 
tendency is noticeable in evangelical 
ehurches, which, twenty years ago, 
would have denounced worldly prac- 
tices as “Modernism.” We need a 
new cleansing of the church. Pray 
for revival. 
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